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AUTHOR'S PREFACE

In presenting the following work to the public, it

is not the author's design to write a history of the

war, but simply a history of those regiments and

organizations for which Greene county furnishe<l a

large number of her men, namely, the Seventy-

fourth, Twelfth, Ninety - fourth. Forty - fourth.

One Ijundred and Tenth, and One Hundred and

Fifty-fourth Regiments, and the Tenth Ohio Bat-

tery. While perusing its pages, the reader may
be assured that it is not a work of fiction, but

of stern reality. The author is indebted to White-
law Rbid's book, *'Ohio in the War," for valua-

ble information. Hoping that this work may prove

interesting to its readers., I offer it to the public.

IRA S. OWENS.
Yellow Springs, 0., January, 1872.
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INTRODUCTION.

In the fall of 1861, the people of Greene-coun-

ty, realizing to some extent the magnitude of the

war in which the country was then engaged (the

southern states, all save Maryland and Kentucky,

marshaling their entire strength, fully equipped

with arms stolen from the General Government, for

the destruction of the Union; the North, with-

out a single exception, meeting them with an equal

force, upon the hloody field of battle, in defense of

the Union), and being anxious to show, at the end

of the war, a bright chapter in its history, proposed

to raise an entire regiment of volunteers, to be

known as the '^Greene County Regiment." Hard-

ly had a day passed after the battle-cry had sound-

ed from Sumter, when at, a war-meeting held in

the old Firemen's Hall in the city of Xenia, the or-

ganization of two companies, for the defense of the

Nation's Capital, was commenced. These, being
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speedily complete'l and officered, with Capt:iins

John W. Lowe, and Al. Galloway at their head,

hastened to Colambus,, The city of Washington^

liaving, by this time became sufficiently guarded,

they were sent to Gamp Dennison, atjd were among

the first to lay ouc the camp and begin the erection

of camp buildings. Xt the close of their three

months' service, they re-enlisted and became a pare

of that well-known and har>l-fighting regiment, the

Ohio 12th, ;»t the hea<lof which fell the brave Col-

onel Lowe.

After the ever memorable depar:ure of these

two noble oinpanies, the work of enlistment con-

tinued, other s<.i|aads and companies, composed of

men from shop, plow and exchange, were continu-

ally leaving the county, and joining regiments form-

ing in other pans of the State, thus leaving this

county without its proper credit. Hence at a

meeting of half a dozen or more of the citizens

of Xenia, held late one evening in the Auditor's

room of the court-house, ic was resolved to lorm a

Greene-county regiment. A committee was ap-

pointed consisting of Revs. R. D. Harper, P, G.,

Prugh, Judge Winans and Hugh Carey, Esq., who

were to proceed immediately to Jamestown, and,

if possible, prevail upon a company composed of

the best men of that place and vicinity, organized

under Gaptain Ballard and chafing for the field, to
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remain in the county, for the time, and take the

post of honor in the new regiment. This company

had already offered its services to General Fremont,

then at the head of the army in Missouri.

The delegation proceeded, the next day, to

Jamestown, held a consultation with the company,

and proposed that they should immediately go into

camp at Xenia and become the nucleus of the

county regiment, the committeemen pledging them-

selves to use every possible effort in speedily filling

it up.

After a few earnest speeches, the company

yielded, reconsidered their former purpose, and in

ft few weeks were in camp. Tlie pleasant memo-

ries that still cluster around the scenes of that

winter, in which soldiers and citizens happily min-

gled, meetings of prayer and praise both in and

out of camp, public dajs of fasting and feasting,

speeches, parties and concerts, will not soon be

forgotten by those who, just as winter began to

break, were "left behind."

No truer patriots than were these ever lived.

No braver men evei fought. And Corporal Owens

has done good service to both county and regiment

in writing their history.

The readiness with which this regiment enlisted

and marched to the field, the manner in which it

fought, the many bloody battles it won in the great
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strug£;le of freedom for the Nation and the world,

its re-enlistment of those who survived after having

spent three long years of the most intense labor

in marchings and fightings, imposing itself, all the

while, as a wall of fire between our enemies and

our homes, standing again and again in the very

presence of death, should never be forgotten.

The author of this little book has done much

towards making all this a part of living history in

the Nation's struggle to free itself from the '' ac-

cursed thing." In this he makes no attempt at

display, but proposes, in a plain, simple way, to

give a sketch of those scenes and actions in which

his own regiment was engaged, together with a

brief account of the other organizations to which

Grreene-county contributed her men and means.

We bespeak for this little, unassuming com-

panion, a place, not only among the survivors and

friends of the old 74th, but in the families and

homes of the county, as well.

P. C. P.
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O F T H E

SEVENTY FOURTH REGIMENT.

O. V. 1.

CHAPTER I.

Rendezvous at Camp Lowe—Removal to Gamp Chase—Guard-

ing Rebel Prisoners—Removal to Camp Todd, Tennessee

—

Scout over the Cumberland Mountains—Picket Duty—Order-

ed to Lebanon, Tennessee—Expected Attack—Marcning

Orders for Nashville—Camp on College Hill—Anecdote of
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In October, 1861, the oru;anization of the 74th

0. V. I. was commenced. Its rendezvous was

Camp Lowe, Xenia, named in honor of Colonel

Lowe, who fell at Carnifex Ferry, Virginia, in the

early part of the war. The regiment was organ-

ized to the extent ot seven companies, at Camp

Lowe, but on arriving at Camp Chase, the following

February, three more companies were added, mak-

ing the complement, and aggregating nine hundred

and seventy-eight men.
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After remaining at Xenia until the following

February, the regiment was ordered to Camp Chase,

near Columbus, Ohio, to guard rebel prisoners.

Colonel Moody being appointed Post Commander.

Whatever may be said to the contrary, the prison-

ers there were well cared for
;
plenty to eat, and

comfortable quarters. The writer was detailed

several times to help erect tents, &c. The regi-

ment remained at Camp Chase until April 20^

when they were ordered to Nashville, Tennessee,

under command of Colonel Yon Shroeder, Colonel

Moody staying at Camp Chase. On arriving at

Nashville, they marched through the city, and en-

camped near the river, remaining only a short

time, when they were ordered to move camp.

They encamped in a beautiful grove, about one

mile south of the city, which was called Camp
Tod, in honor of Governor Tod. After remaining

in camp a short time, a detachment of the regi-

ment was ordered on a scout over the Cumberland

mountains, or at least as far as McMinnville.

That was the first experience many in the regi-

ment had in the toils, hardships and fatigues of the

march. Part of the regiment was left, however,

being detailed on picket duty. Standing picket

then was rather a pleasure and a pastime, there

being no enemy near, and in the warm season of

the year, we were plentifully supplied with milk,
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|iOtatoes, honey, &c., which were generally pretty

easy of access, the forest famishing mulberries,

•and the orchards, cherries, piams, &c. Although

the policy then was to guard rebel property, yet

it was not always guarded. On picket we enjoyed

many luxuries, of which many times we have since

been deprived. We passed sixteen days thus,

very pleasantly, until the return of the balance of

the regiment.

July 1st, 1862, the regiment, (or four compan-

ies of the same,) were ordered to march to Leba-

non, Tennessee, thirty miles from Nashville. We
passed the Hermitage, the former residence of

Andrew Jackson, and we saw the monument

(greeted to his memory, underneath which lies the

ashes of the Hero of Orleans. On the march, we

yjathered blackberries, which ojrevv in immense

<juantities on each side of the road. The four

cf^mpanies were under the command of Major

Ballard, On this march the boys did their first

foraging by killing somt. hogs, f'>r which oJfFence

they were arrested and confined in jail in Lebanon.

The indignation of the boys was very great at this

act. They threatened to tear the jail down, and

I have no doubt would have done so, had not the

prisoners been released promptly. We were

quartered in the spacious college building at Leb-

anon, the same that John Morgan and his men oc-



20 GREEJSTE COUNTY IN THE WAB.

cupied previous to our arrival. It was a very

dirty place, but by hard labor, washing and scrub-

bing, we made it fit for soldiers to quarter in. We
spent the Fourth of July at Lebanon. It was a

very dull day, not much going on. Our duty

whilst there was light; we performed some picket

duty, had dress parade in the afternoon, the bal-

ance of the time being spent in loafing about the

building, readirig, writing letters home, or going

out for blackberries. vVe also formed a glee club
;

we used to visit the Union families, (when we could

find them out,) and serenade them with Union

songs. We were always invited in, and asked to

partake of cake, wine or cordial, which we never

refused on such occasions. On the 10th of July,

our camp was thrown into considerable excitement,

by the rumor that the rebel cavalry were advanc-

ing on us, but as feeble as we were, we com-

menced making preiarations for defense. Our

force consisted of four companies of infantry, and

part of a regiment of cavalry. On the 11th, I

was on picket, and was relieved at 9 o'clock, a.

m., of the 12th ; no enemy yet.

On the 13th, we received marching orders for

Nashville. It was about 11 o'clock at night, when

we received the order to march, and by 12 o'clock

we were all packed up, armed and equipped, and

in line. While marchins: out of town all was still
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as the grave ; the quiei of the citizens -svas not

disturbed; no sound of martial music; no colors

flying—nought could be heard save the heavy

tramp of the soldiers, as they marched out, almost

on the double quick ; and by the time the grey

light appeared in the eastern horizon, we were

sixteen miles out on the road to Nashville, and by

10 o'clock next day we were in Nashville, having

marched 30 miles. That was the time the rebel

Forrest was expected to make an attack on Nash-

ville. It was a very hot day. Some of the boys

came near giving out before arriving at camp.

We camped on College Hill, and that night we lay

on our arms, in line of battle, for the first time.

The next day, (which was the 16th,) Colonel

Moody, with the detachment which was sent to

Louisville, arrived and took command of the regi-

ment. An anecdote was told here of him, which

1 will relate. He came galloping into camp, and

ordering the men to fall in, inquiring at the same

time for the drummer, but the drummer could not

be found. Seizing the bass drum, he commenced

pounding on it with his fist. Observing one man
without a gun, he inquired of him where his gun

was. The man told him he had none. The Col-

onel then told him to get one. The man replied

that he could not. " Well, then, " says the Col-

onel, " get a club
;
you shall shoot. " A strong
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guar<] was kept ; the city was barricaded with wag-

on?, cotton bales, kc, A cannon was In position

on each street, and every precaution taken, in

case of an attack. In that case, the few troops

around Mashviile would have had warm work.

This is the time when it was said the celebrated

prayer-meeting was held by Col. Moody, with An-

drew Johnson. A story went the rounds in the

papers something like this : It was said that while

Col. Moody was praying, that Johnson, putting

his arms around him, (the Col.,) said : '^CoL, I

believe in God, I believe in prayer, and the Chris-

tian religion, but Til be d— d if Nashville shall be

taken." And it was not taken.
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A oonstaiiC watch was kept for several d\\y<^

Pickets were thrown out, and guarus stationed" on

the road on which the attack was expected to be

made. Several times it rained very hard, and wet

the soldiers to the skin. It was very difiieult to

keep the muskets dry. Tlie rain and mud were

disairreea'ble. ^Yc remained at Colletre Hill' a

short time. During the time we were in camp

there, we were reviewed by I\Iaj. Uen. kelson.

Soon after we changed camp, and camped on the

farm of Maj. Lewis, near town. This camp wa5i

called Camp Lewis. Shortly after we received or-

ders to march to Franklin, Tenn. I think it ATas^

about the 1st of August when we started to

Franklin. When within about two miles of Frank-

lin, vv'e halted and spent the night. The following

incident occurred at that time, which I will relate :

It is generally known, that about that time or-

ders were strict concerning rebel property, vy.hioh
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was to be held sacred, the orders coming from

one Buell. He vv'as very cart^ful to protect rebels

from the assaults of the blue-coats upon hen-

roosts, hog-pens, and potato-patches. The hero

of this story, George Snyder, was a good soldier.

He obeyed orders, as a general rule, but could not

-see the sin of digging a few potatoes, and having

an ash-roast once in a while. It was George's

fortune to be placed in charge of a pompous

Southern mansion and surroundings. Vegetables

were scarce, and Bueirs orders plenty. George

concluded to suspend one of the orders, touchi'ng

potatoes, for a short time ; thereupon his bayonet

became a potato fork, and a few small, scrawny

tubers were taken from the sacred soil, carefully

roasted, and transferred to George's stomach.

ITor the suspension of this order, George was du-

ly arrested, and taken under guard to Col. Moody's

headquarters for examination. The owner accom-

panied the squad, swearing vengeance on poor

Snyder. The pompous son of the South preferred

his charges. Moody heard him, spoke of Buell's

order, and the necessity of respecting the same,

and reprimanded Snyder for presuming to suspend

liLS commanding General's orders. Whereupon the

Southern nabob waxed wrathy and valiant. He
said such soldiers as Snyder '-were ISorthcrn pol-

troons and cowards : that if it were not for the
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musket he carried, he wouh.I have whipped him and

kicked him oft' his premises ; that he couM whip

half a dozen such fellows." Moody listened to

the harangue, and thought he would give Johnny

a chance to clean George out. Thereupon he or-

dered Snyder as folio \V3 : "Lay down that mus-

ket, sir/" George obeyed. --Take oft" that hav-

ersack." George dropped his sack. --Unfasteii

that belt, sir." It was done. "Take olf your

coat." George shed his linen. -Xow, sir, I re-

lease you from arrest. Step opt and whip this

brave scion of the South until I tell you to stop."

This was just the kind of order that George loveil

to obey, and he sprang bick a la Heenan to the

combat. But this the cowardly boaster had not

bargained for. His eyes protuded ; his knees

shook like Beishazzar's ; his tongue refused to ut-

ter the words ho would have said. Moody urged,

insisted and ordered Johnny to make good his

boastful words. Snyder, cool, snap})y, eager for

the fight, was inviting him to "comc on." But it

was no go. The poor fellow had been trapped,

and could only back out squarely. His brother

came forward and told the Colonel that he (^the

speaker) was a Senator of Tennessee, and broth-

er to the palsied victim, and urged bloody to stop

the proceedings. Moody assured ^Ir. Senator

that he was doincr all he could tobrino: the conflict
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to a close, by having George Snyder conquer a

peace. And moreover, that peace he would have,

-and that neither he nor his doughty brother should

insult him or his rnen by calling them poltroons

and cowards. Thus the orders of Gen. Buell were

respected and obeyed by George Snyder and his

(Colonel.

We remained at Franklin about a month; The

L-egiment was at that time guarding the ]S(ashviile

and Columbia railroad, the different companies be-

ing scattered along the road, from Nashville to

Columbia, Co. C occupying Franklin. Col. Moo-

dy's headquarters were at Franklin. While there

we built stockades and did some dutv ojuardinfiir.

The duty, however, was not very heavy. We lived

verj well off the products of the country, such as

apples, peaches, potatoes and honey,— all being

plenty. About the 1st of September we returned

to Kashville. We took a train or two of cars

loaded with corn to that city. We went out into

the woods some three miles from the city and

camped. While there a man was cleaning his

gun, when it was accidentally discharged, killing

ii negro. We staid in camp only one night, when

we received orders to change camp. We then

camped near Nashville on the Franklin pike, where

we remained a short time. A great many negroes

were employed at that time working on the forti-
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ficutioiii urouiid the city, and especially oii Fort

Neglcy near our carnp. I used to go sometimes

to their meetings, \vhich they held out-doors. One

evening I attended a social meeting, when one old

darkey arose to speak. The substance of his

speech was as follows : "My Bredren, you see's

me gwine around drivin' de cart. You do not

know whedder I'se got religion or not ; but God
knows it. By and by, I'll be Ingli up in Heaven,

and dese wicked sinners will be low down in Hell,

where de blue blazes of damnashun will be bilin'

out of dar noses." These negroes were very ig-

norant, making use of some very droll expres-

sions.

"We then moved south of town and camped in

afield where the weeds were nearly as high as one's

head. This camp was called Camp Weeds. We
staid there a few days and then moved a short dis-

tance, near the Hillsboro pike, not far from our old

Camp Tod. This was about the time of the siege of

Nashville, when our communication was cut ofr.

W'e suffered considerably for want of rations. We
could get none from the government, and I have

often thought since^ that the government ought to

have paid us, as we drew no rations from its cof-

fers. But about all we could get to eat was

what we could get in the country, which was

mostly coon. One day I ate nothing but o&e small
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sweet potato. The reason was obvious—I could

get nothing else. This camp we called Camp
Starvation. After remaining there awhile we

moved into the Chattanooga depot.

The first day of our arrival was a very busy

one, the boys all being engaged in making bunk?.

It reminded one of a large carpenter's shop, and

all hands at work. It w^as while here that the

boys suffered very much from camp diarrhea, seve-

ral of whom died. I will mention some of them r

Thomas Harp and William Funderburg, of Compa-

ny C, and Thomas l.*'aulkner of Company B, with

perhaps some others. While here we were all

called up before daylight to drill every morning.

Orders were soon received to march toward

Lebanon, Tennessee. Having lost my knapsack

at the battle of Stone River, I am not prepared to

give exact dates at this time. We marched out

some seven miles and halted, where we remained

a short time. Then we started back tow^ard Nash-

ville, and we camped on Mill creek. Here the

74th commenced building a bridge across that

stream, the rebels having burned the old one.

This was about the middle of November, 1862.

We were temporarily assigned to the command of

Erigadier General Morgan. While there I saw a

revolting sight. One morning a negro having died

in one of the out houses, iiis body was discovered
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partly eaten by rats. His nose and part of his face

^.vere eaten off.

About the last of November we again received

orders to march, before completing the bridge.

AVe were ordered to Camp Hamilton, about seven

miles from Nashville, near the Franklin pike. Our

camp was on the farm of a Mr. Overton. Here

the Army of the Cumberland was encamped.

While here we were reviewed by General Rosecrans,.

when he rode through the camp of the Seventy-

Fourth and had something to say to each company.

To Company C he sai'l, '• Boys, when you drill,

drill like thunder. It is not the number of bullets

you shoot, but the accuracy of the aim tlmt kills

more men in battle."' There was a large cane-

brake near the camp, and the boys used to go at

night with torches to kill robins, of which there

were imoiense numbers. The light would blind

them, and by taking a stick or club they could be

easily killed. Sometimes the boys would get lost

in the brake, even in the daytime. Colonel Nei-

bling, of the 21st Ohio regiment, went into the

brake one day and got lost, and had to climb a

tree in order to see which way to .set out. We
had battalion drill frequently.
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Buttle of Stone River—Marcliing into Miirfrees1)Oio—O.mip

;it ^lurfreesljoro—Exchanging Gun:?.

On the 2oth of December 18iJ2 we received or-

<lcrs to marcli to Murfreesboro, Tennessee, where

the rebels were in strong force. Apcordihgly we

packed up and started, the Army of the Cambei'-

land moving at the same time. We were then

going to our first battle." We had not marclied far

before it began to rain and rained very hard. We
marched on through the mud and rain until nearly

night, \Yhen we lialted within two miles of Nash-

ville. We had prepared our suppers and eaten

them, and were pre})aring to spend the night by

spreading our blankets on the ground for beds,

when the bugle sounded and we were ordered to

fall in. Then we marched some two or three

miles larther. passing through the town of Nolens-

Tille, and halted in the vv'oods. It will be remem-
bered that we had neither shelter tents nor gum
blankets, consequently we were exposed to all the

rain, which continued nearly ix^l night, so that we
had to sit up nearly the whole time. The next day
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we advanced on toward Murfreesboro, skirmishing

in front, as they had been all the day before. Col-

onel Moody urging us on, telling us if we did not

hurry up the battle would be over before we should

get there. We marched on until we came to the

Nashville pike, some eight or nine miles from

Murfreesboro. We halted just at night wet, cold

and hungry. It was not loug, however, before we

had a fire built of rails, and after getting warm and

dry we became tolerably comfortable. After get-

ting and eating our suppers we prepared to spend

the night. After spreading our blankets down on

the ground around the fire we addressed ourselves

to sleep. During the night the fire popped out on

blankets and burned several large holes in them.

Rained some during the night. The next day the

being Sunday, we rested and spread out our blankets

to dry.

Monday, the 29th, the regiment advanced toward,

Murfreesboro, except Company C, which was or-

dered back to Nolensville, to guard some teams

which were sent back for part of the baggage, which

Vy-as left behind, owing to the bad condition of the

roads. We arrived at Nolensville, and loaded the

teams, and started back. We had left the town'

but a short time when it was entered by some rebel

scouts and plundered of everything. Had we re-

mained an hour longer, in all probability, we should
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all have been captured. We arrived at the place

where we left the regiment, but they had gone on;

so we halted and remained all night, and the next

morning we advanced toward Murfreesboro, where

we found the regiment in line of battle, and skir-

mishing going on in front. We remained in line

through tne day and until about II o'clock at night,

our position being on the center, amid a thick growth

of cedars. About 11 o'clock at night we were or-

dered out to support a battery in front. We re-

mained in line until morning. It was quite cool,

and the ground considerably frozen. I had lost my
knapsack, putting it in a wagon the day we arrived

on the battle ground, and never saw it any more.

Consequently I had neither coat nor blanket. I suf-

fered very much during the night with cold. Could

not lie down but a few minutes at a time, and dare

not go back to the fire, rebels being but a few yards

in. I w^as chilled through and exposed to the ene-

my, there being no breastworks. It was consid-

ered a mark of cowardice to get behind anything

to fight. Had the same policy been adopted then

as was toward the close of the war, that is, of build-

ing works, a great many lives might have been

saved. About 6 o'clock on the morning of the

31st of December, we were relieved by the 3Tth

Indiana Volunteer Infantry. We returned to

where the regiment lay the day previous, and com-
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menced breakfast, but did not have time to eat it

before we were ordered into line. Not having time

to drink mj coffee, I poured it into mv canteen, and

swung it around my neck. "We marched out to

iight, forming double column at half distance. We
advanced a short distance, when we formed line

and were ordered to lie down. Then it was that

the balls and the shriekina: shells came whistlinc*-

over us, and there were to be seen batteries wheel-

ing into position, orderlies riding back and forth,

horses without riders, while the 3^elling of the

rebels like so many fiends, and the roar of artil-

lery ."^nd musketry, filled the air with horrid din.

The battle was raging fiercely. In a short time

we were ordered to arise and move forward. "We

accordingly moved forward in line a few yards, and

v>-ere then ordered to halt, make ready, aim—fire.

Then the Seventy-Fourth opened its first fire on the

enemy. For a description of the battle of Stone

River, and an account of the same, I refer the reader

to ^'Rosecrans' Campaign with the 14th Army
Corps.'' I was kneeling in a fence corner, loading

and firing when we received orders to move to the

left to make room for a battery. When I was

just in the act of rising, I felt something hit me
on the leg, which did not produce much pain at the

time, only a smarting sensation. I thought I would

say nothing about it. However it began to grow
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stiff, and I had not proceeded but a short distance

before I had to call for help. I was then helped

off the field.

We ^vent back the same way we came. But it

was getting to be a hot place in the rear. Balls and

shells were flying thick and fast around us, striking

trees, and cutting off leaves and branches. The

rebels were getting around, and we scarcely knew

which way to go, for fear of running right into their

midst. At last we got out to the pike. On our

vray we stopped m an old building where several of

our wounded boys were. The rebels soon com-

menced shelling us : so we had to get away as fast

as we could. We proceeded about half a mile,

when we were overtaken by some ambulances,

where I was taken in and taken to the field hos-

pital, five miles distant. Some of the boys who

read this will remember the field hospital at the

brick house, near Stewart's creek. It was im-

possible to supply all the wounded vrith tents.

Kails were hauled and thrown in piles similar to

farmers when they wish to build fence, and large

fires built apart. The vrounded were brought and

lain by these fires. Men vrere wounded in every

conceivable way, some with their arms ^hot off,

some wounded in the body, some in the head. It

was heart-rending to hear their cries and groans.

One poor fellow who was near me was wounded in
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the lical He grew delirious during the night, and

would very frequently call his mother. He would

say : "Mother, 0, Mother, come and help me !"

The poor fellow died before morning with no mother

near, to soothe him in his dying moments, or wipe

the cold sweat from off his brow. I saw the sur-

geons amputate limbs, then throw the quivering

Hesh into a pile. Every once in a while a man

would stretch himself out and die. Next morning

rows of men were laid out side by side ready for

the soldier's burial. Xo weeping friends stood

around, no coffin and hearse to bear them away to

the grave, no funeral orations delivered; but there,,

away from home and kindred, they were wrapped

in the soldiers' blanket, a trench dug, and their-

bodies placed side by side, like they fought, a few

shovelfulls of earth thrown upon them, when they

were left alone.

Throuizh the kindness of Ser^^eant A. Cosier, 1

fared pretty well. He procured an old blanket for

me, and I lay by the fire all night. I soon got able

to hobble n round by the help of a stick. I re-

mained at the hospital until Saturday, the third of

January. It rained that C\^y and became very dis-

agreeable at the hospital. Having no shelter, I

resolved to try to get back to the regiment. Ac-

cordingly I started toward the front. Being lame^

I made .'ilow progress. T had not gone far before I
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came up to a squad of men guarding muskets which

had been picked up on the battle-fiekh I had lost

my gun during the battle, or rather I gave it to a

soldier to carry for me when I was going to the rear,

and he sat it down by a tree and left it. I ap-

proached the officer who was in command of the

squad, and told him I had lost my gun. He told me

to go to the stack and select one for myself. I se-

lected a nice Enfield rifle, nearly new, and took it

and went on toward Murfreesboro. On arriving at

the front, which was the atterpart of the day, I was

puzzled to find the Seventy-Fourth, as I had been

informed they had moved their position, but after

passing several regiments and brigades, I inquired

-of some soldiers of an Indiana regiment if they

knew where the Sth Division (General Negley's)

was. They informed me that the division was only

a few yards ahead of me, the left resting on the

river. They were preparing supper when I came

up ; I spoke to them and asked them if they could

give a wounded soldier something to eat, as I had

eaten nothing since leaving the hospital in the

morning. They replied that they did not have

much, but would divide with me and give me some-

thing. I wish I knew the name of that regiment.

Such generosity is not always found, and especial-

ly among soldiers who are living on quarter rations.

J ate a hard tack and a small piece of meat, thanked
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there, and then set forward again. After the bat-

tle of Stone River the soldiers had a hard time to

get something to eat ; as much as twenty-five cents

was often offered for a single hard tack. Money
could not buy lations. They could not be had.

I found the Seventy-fourth near the river.

The boys appeared glad to see me, and it is certain

I was glad to see them. Soon after I arrived they

were called out, but soon returned. It was expect-

ed that the rebels would make an attack, but they

did not. No doubt they had enougli of the Yan-

kees, HS they called the Union troops. That night

it rained again, and I slept but little. Next morn-

ing, which w^as Sunday, it was ascertained that the

rebels had gone. It was a very quiet day compared

to what it had been for a few days past. We re-

mained near the river until near evening. That

night some one stole my Enfield. We received or-

ders to march, as we supposed, into Murfreesboro,

late on Saturday afternoon. We went over the field

so hotly contested, and no one only those have been

over a battle-field after a hard fight, can form an

idea of the spectacle it presents. Numbers of dead

men and horses strewn over the ground, like old

logs in a clearing or deadening. Guns, knapsacks

pistols, cartridge boxes, &c., and squads of burying

parties gathering up the dead were to be seen on

^very hand. We moved up to the rebel breast-
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works, where we halted and spent tlie night among

the dead who were lying all around us.

Next morning, the 5th of January, I860, we

marched into Murfreesboro, with colors flying, and

bands of music playing. We marched through the

town and encamped near by on the Manchester

road. The next day I was detailed with several

others as guard at Colonel Miller's headquarters.

Here I remained at headquarters until the 7th of

February, when we started for Nashville to ox-

change arms. We bivouaced on the battle-ground

that night. The marks of the contested field were

very plain. Near where we lay I saw a ramrod

sticking in a tree, it having penetrated clear through.

The tree was some six inches in diameter.

Sunday, the 8th, we arrived at N^ishville. In

company with Sergeant Baldwin, I went over to

the 125th Illinois hospital, and spent the night with

an old friend, Mr. Benjamin Fagan, formerly of

Ohio. We exchanged our old Prussian rifles for

Enfields.



CHAPTER IV.

Wotkin,!.^ o:i Fortitications—Resignation of Colonel liloouy

—

Colonel Josiah Civon takes Command— ^ilarching Orders.

On the 10th we started back to Marfreesboro,

and marched eight miles and halted in the woods.

That night it rained and we spent a disagreeable

night. The next day we marched as far as La-

vergne, and halted and spent the night. The next

day w^e marched into Murfreesboro and to camp.

It rained quite hard that day, and it was very dis-

agreeable marching. On the 14th, we Avent for-

aging for corn. On our return to camp i*: rained

quite hard, and we got very wet. On the IGth I

was taken sick, had an attack of neuralgia, caused

no doubt from exposure. The next day 1 was sent

to No. 8 hospital, Murfreesboro. I was very sick.

I remained in the hospital until the 7th of ]March,

when I returned to the regiment.

On the 27th, we moved camp west of town t-v

the fortifications, where we were engaged working,,

until the '21st of April, wiien we moved camp, and

joine;] the brigade, near where we camped first.

On the 25th, I was detailed as clerk in the mus-

tering office, at General Negley's headquarters^-
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Captain Taylor was the mustering officer. He is a

grandson of the lamented President, Gen. William

H. Harrison. I remained in the mustering office

until the 12th of May, when I reported to the reg-

iment. May the 16th, Col. Moody appointed me

ordnance master of the regiment. Colonel Moody

resigned this day. I continued to act as ordnance

master as long as we remained at Murfreesboro.

Colonel Josiah Given, of the 18th Ohio Volunteer

Regiment, was appointed Colonel of the Seventy-

fourth, and took command after Colonel Moody's

resignation.

June the 24th, we received marching orders; tore

up camp and started, it again raining, as usual when

we started on a march. AYc marched eight miles

toward Manchester, it raining all the time. We car-

ried our knapsacks, and at night, halted and slept

in the woods, being wet all through by the rain,

which continued ail night. Yet so wearied were

Ave, that we enjoyed a good rest, notwithctanding

the rain. Next day we started again, and marched

some two or three miles, and halted on the side of

a hill and remained there all night. Fighting in

front. Several ambulances with wounded men

went to the rear. The fighting was at Hoovers'

Gap.

On the 26th we started again toward Manclies"

"cer, and passed through Hoovers' Gap. In De-
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ccmbor the Seventy-foiirta was placed in the 7th

Brigade (Miller's), 8th Division (Neglej's), former-

ly part ot the center (Thomas's) 14th Army Corps,

Department of the Cumberland. The Seventy-

fourth v\'ent into battle of Stone River with three-

hundred and eighty eifective men, of whom it lost

ivi killed and wounded one hundred and nine, and

in prisoners forty-six.



IiAPTER Y

'Xctters—List of Killed aud Wounded iii Stoiie nvcr—Poetry-

Sent to Nashville— Hosnital Life— Veteran Organization

—

Reorganization of the Ai'my—Vcterau Furlough—At Home

—

Reception.

I will here subjoin it letter written soon after the

battle :

" TUB KILLED, WOUNDED AND MISSING OF THE

SEVENTY-FOURTH REGIMENT.

"Headquarters 74th Reg., 0. Y. I.,^

MURFREESBORO, TeNN., >

January 10th, 18G8. j

"'Messrs. Editors:—We copy from iv report from

clio commanding officer the following names of men
killed, wounded and missing, in the two late en-

gagements before Murfreesboro. The battle was

one of the hardest and most terrible of the war-

Our men suffered severely both before and after the

fight, having to march through mud and rain, and

being obliged to lie out in the cold and wet with-

out tents or blankets.

"On the morning of the 28th, we took up our

line of march to the scene of the conflict, skirmish-

ing through the day, and at 11 o'clock at -night we
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were ordered out to support a battery, and there we

lay on the cold ground without fire until sunrise.

I think I suffered more that night, than I have suf-

fered in one night during the war. At sunrise we

were relieved, but after swallowing a hastj break-

fast, in fact, some not eating anything, we were

ordered out again, and in a short time we were

engaged in deadly conflict with the enemy. Our

position was on the left center, in a dense growth

of cedars, hiding, to some extent, the enemy from

our view. \Ye, however, soon had the privilege of

giving them the contents of our guns, and with our

trusty and brave Colonel Moody, and gallant Ma-
jor Bell, and Adjutant Armstrong, the Seventy-

fourth went in with a will. Colonel Moody's horse

was shot from under him, and he narrowly escaped

with his life, his clothes being cut in several places.

A ball struck his pistol which no doubt saved his

life. But at all times he was cool, not appearing

the least excited, and giving his orders with great

firmness. The men also stood up to the work with-

-out flinching. I think the SeVc-nty-fourth deserves

great praise for the manner in which it acted

during the fight. Some of our brave boys who
went into that fight fell as martyrs to their coun-

try. But their blood has not been shed in vain.

Every drop that they have shed is a lasting memo-
rial of their undyins; love for their countrv, and
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their memories will be held sacred for generations

to come. General Rosecrans, General Neglej and

General Miller passed the highest encomiums on

the Seventy-fourth. General Rosecrans said he

believed the Seventy-fourth was a "fighting regi-

ment," and if every division and every brigade

had done as well as General Negley's and Colonel

Miller's, we would have whipped them out the first

day. Several of our officers lost their horses.

Major Bell and Adjutant Armstrong lost theirs.

There were a great many horses as well as men
killed. As you no doubt will get a statement of

the losses on both sides before this reaches yoiu

I will close.

" Yours respectfully,

"Ira S. Ow^ens,

"Private Company C, 74th 0. V. I."'

The following are the names of the kiiledy

wounded and missing, in the battle of December

31st:

KILLED.

Company X.—Corporal Isaac I. Smith. Pri-

vates Wyat H. Jones, and Jacob Bushert. Total,J3.

Company F.—Sergeant William H. Smith and

Private B, G. Hughes. Total, 2.

Company I.—Private John Hawkins.

Company K.—Corporal John D. Halson.
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WOUNDED.

Colonel Granville Moody, slightly. •

Company A.—Sergeant A. C. Mahan, slightly.

Corporals Samuel Schooley andJames R. Hayslet,

Privates, Daniel S. Wilson, Barney Walters, Mich-

ael McMarrah,. Jesse Curry, Jacob Shields., To-

tal, 8.

Company B.—Sergeant James ^IcCann, slight-

ly. Privates, John A. Leiss, seriously ;. William

H. Pratt, Ephraim Dickenson, Jacob Wildermott,

and Jessie Stevens, slightly ; Henry C. Edwards-

and James Bone, badly (wounded accidentally).

Total, 8.

Company C.—Privates, Henry G. Forbes, Wm.
T. McDaniel, Philip Tracey and Ira S. Owens^

slightly; Alfred Harold, badly ; James H. Seldom-

ridge, wounded badly in the back ; Charles M.

Wolf, in the arm ; Chauncy White, in the leg :

Samuel T. Miller, accidentally in the foot. Total, t).

Company D.—Privates, Philip Minehart, mor-

tally ; John L. Collins and Andrew B. Galloway,

slightly ; J. Coppie, leg (since amputated), P. Cas-

tello, J. McCune, William McAfee, F. Hunter and

A. Ames. Total, 10.

Company E.—Corporal John Cox, Private?-^

Ed. C. Snider and Wesley Snider. Total, 3.

• Company F.—^Captaiii Walter Crook, Lieuter;-

ant M. H. Peters. Sergeants Enos H. Walters
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and Cyrus Phillips, Orderly Sergeant Charles C.

Dodson, Corporal David Bansman, Edon Schiimer,

Privates, John Elder, George W. Beck and Patrick

McConor. Total, 10.

Company G."—Orderly Sergeant M. K. McFad-

den, Corporal L. Baker. Privates, Hiram C.ox,

John 'Handy, William Chambers and J. C. Mans-

field. Total, 0.

Company H.—Captain Joseph Ballard, First

Lieutenant David Snodgrass, First Sergeant Ra-

per A. Spahr, (since died), Corporals Philip Stumm
and Albert F. Johnson. Privates, Calvin Curl,

:{since died), Dudley Day, Joseph Wyburn, John

A. Donald and Augustus Houmard. Total, 10.

Company I.—First Lieutenant Robert Cullen,

severely; Sergeant John Toole. Privates Mich-

ael Connell, Tcrrence McLaughlin and James Mc-

Oarty. Total, 5.

Company K.—Corporal William. Carter and pri~

vate David Steith. Total, 2.

MISSING.

Company A. — Privates, Alex. Walthal and

Charles Hummer. Total, 2.

Company B.—Privates, Patrick McXary, Ed-

ward Persinger, George C\ McClellan and Charles

Lucas. Total, 4.

Company D.—Corporals J. H. McClung and J.

Hamilton. Privates S. G. Stewart, Henry Frock
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and William Drummonds. Total, 5.

Company E.—Private Isaac M. Keiser.

Company F -Privates Jonathan Townsend, John
O'Brien and Jacob Candell. Total, 3.

Company G.—Private Charles AVeavcr.

Company H.—Corporal Fred. ShuU. Privates,

Christopher Cline, Morris Halcv and Urs Yac^o-e.

Total, 4.

Total number of killed, 7; wounded, 78: mis-

sing, 22.

1 regret that I have lost the- list of those killed

•on the 2d of January, I860.

The following letter was also written while at

Murfreesboro, to the Xenia Torchlight :

'' A VISIT TO THE GENERAL FIELD HOSPITAL, NEAR
MURFREESBORO.

"Camp near Murfreesboro, Tenn., "I

May 20, 18'J3./

Messrs. Editors :—Yesterday morning I left

camp and visited the general field hospital, situated

one mile west of Murfreesboro, Tenn., on Stone
river. The river runs nearly around it, forming

almost an island, the ground being in the shape of

a horseshoe. Here I found several of the Seventy-

fourth boys who are detailed, among them John.
F. Reed, formerly of Cedarville, Greene county,

who is clerking and partly assisting in the washing
and laundry department. Through him I was
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enabled to gniu considerable information pert""n-

ing to the hospital, and it may be interesting to

your many readers to give a description of the

same. In company with Mr. Reed, I visited first

the washing and laundry department. Here they

employ thirty-two females, (colored), ' and they

wash and iron about five thousand articles of cloth-

ing per week. Captain Frink's lady, of the United

States regular army, superintends this department.

I next visited the garden; it contains about forty

acres, and here I found different kinds of veget-

ables growing, onions, potatoes &c. The ground

is neatly laid out in squares, Vvith streets running

each way for vehicles^ In the center, where the

streets cross I understand it is the intention to

plant the Stars and Stripes. George Sargent, of

Company C, Seventy-fourth regiment 0. V. 1., is

ward-master of the. hospital, which is divided into

eight wards, the streets being about fifty feet wide

an avenue between each ward, where the cooking

is done. In each ward there is a frame house to

cook and eat in; there are two tables in a I'oom.

sufficient to accommodate about eighty men at a

a time. I partook of their hospitality and ate

with them. They have plenty to eat and got up

in a good style. There are about tw^enty ladies

here from the northern states, who are administer-

ing to the wants of the patients, and here let me
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iuy that if I were to be sick in tiie army, I would

rather be here than any where else, with these

angels of mercy to attend me while away from

home. M. Woodruif, formerly of the 74th Illinois

volunteers, is steward; George Davis, druggist;

J. "Wilkersoii, of Company A, 74th 0. Y. I., post-

master ; and Rev, Mr. Stuff, chaplain. I also

visited the clerk's office. The clerk showed me
the books and the manner in which they are kept.

There were about 5,000 in the hospital. They are

sending away an average of seventy-five men a

day. The average rate of deaths is thirty per

week. There arc 1,500 men in the hospital at

present- The hospital is under the command of

Dr. J. T. Findley,

"The 74th regiment is now commanded by Mujor

Thomas C. Bell, Colonel Moody having resigned.

The health of the regiment is good, the weather

continues fine, and all is quiet here at present.

'• Yours truly,

" Ira S. Owen's."

The following lines were also written while at

Murfrcesboro :

THE. VOL USTEER S,

BY IKA S. OWENS.

We left our homes anu friends so dear,

To fi2bt fcv freedom's cause ;
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Ye?, for our country's sake we're here,

And to protect its laws.

The Union, we will still preserve,

xVIthough we have to fight;

From duty we will never swerve,

But stand up for the right.

In days of yore, our father^s fought,

And bled, and died, that we
Might share the glories so dearly bought..

And that we might be free.

Those patriot sires, that noble band,

We'll not forget them, no
;

They fought and saved our native land,

And conquered many a foe.

Then by our country's tlag v/e'!l stand,

The Union we will save
;

O'er North and South, o'er all the laud

Our tlag shall proudly wave.

Since we obeyed our country's ciil

And flew to its relief,

It's caused the tears of friends to fall,

And tilled their hearts with grief.

God speed the time when war shall ce;ise,

When rebels shall succumb,

When we shall one again have peace,

And traitors hear their doom
;

For then shall war be heard no more.

Then friends shal' meet again ;
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And lighting tlien shall all be o'er,

Aiid peace triumphant reign.

We will now resume the march again.

After passing through Hoover gap the regimentr

had a toilsome march through mud and. rain, (the

enemy had been driven back), waded one creek

thirteen times, and marched on until after night.

Most of the boys gave out before reaching Man-

chester, and halted and lay beside the road until;

morning. I, with several of the boys of Company

G, lay all night with no covering at the foot of a

tree, using our cartridge-boxes for pillows. The

next day, which was the 2.7th, we marched into

Manchester, and I was taken sick. The regiment

was sent back to Murfrcesbcro to guard a wagon

train, but I remained at Manchester quite sick.

Qn the 28th the regiment wasordered for ward. I

with several others, was sent to a house that was

formerly used for a rebel hospital where we re-

mained one week, and then were sent to Tullehoma.

While at Manchester we heard of the fall of Yicks-

burg. On arriving at Tullehoma we weVe placed

in the hospital which they were just starting, and.

the accomodations were therefore not good, but

better than they were at Manchester.

I remained at the hospital four weeks. Mean-

while the regiment was m camp at Deckherd

Station, on the Nashville and Chattanooga railroad.
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From Tuilehoma I was sent to Nashville, to iso. 1

hospital. We arrived at Nashville at midnight,

and were conveyed in ambulances to hospital No.

I, east of town. I was very much fatigued on

arriving at Nashville, having to sit up all the way

from Tuilehoma. I was consigned to Ward 3, on

the third story. Here I was treated very kindly

l)y the ward-master and nurses. As soon as con-

venient I was shown my cot. [ lay down very

tired and sleepy, and I had just gotten into a re-

freshing sleep when the nurse aroused me, an-

nouncing something to eat. Hungry as I was I

would have rather slept than eat. I remained in

this hospital some five weeks, when I was sent out

to the convalescent camp, about a mile south of

the city. I remained there a short time, when I

was detailed as nurse in No. 8 hospital, by Gen-

eral Granger, who was commanding the post of

Nashville. Here I found it a very arduous duty

—much more so than camp duty. Attending

upon the sick and wounded, who at that time were

being brought m from the Chicamauga battle field,

required all my time. I got but little rest. Here

I formed several acquaintances, comrades in arms,

some of whom I shall never forget. As hard as

was the duty to be performed, I spent some very

pleasant hours while there. We had preaching

every Sabbath. During my stay in the hospital



THE SEVU^'^Tr FOUllTIL 53

there Avas quite a revival of religion, several pro-

fessing to have been converted. We also got up

a Ivceum. When I first went there our fare was

quite meager and poor. There was not a man

who liked the surgeon of the hospital. He was

aristocratic, proud and mean, and could hardly

speak a pleasant word to any of the nurses. I

don't suppose he ever smelt powder or was in a

battle. I withhold his name, because the name

of all such men should be forgotten. They should

not be countenanced by community. Sometimes

the men became very indignant at him, and at

such times his shoulder straps were all that saved

him.

I remained at hospital No. 8 until the Seventy-

fourth regiment returned from Chattanooga on its

way home, they having reinlisted and were going

home on furlough. I was performing the duty of

ward-master and was mo king out my evening re-

port when some of my comrades came to the hos-

pital and told me that the regiment was at the

landing. I threw down my pen and told them I

was going too, and in a very short time I had

packed up, bid adieu to the hospital and started

for the regiment. I found them on board the boat

ready for a start, and that same evening I re-en-

listed and in an hour afterwards we were steam-

ing down the Cumberland, bound for home—ves,
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home, sweet home. 0, how glad we felt, how

joyous to think that we were on our way home to-

see our loved ones once more. It was the 26th

day of January, 18G4, when we left Nashville. I

should have stated before this that on the reor-

ganization of the army at Murfreesboro, Tennes-

see, in February, 1863, the Seventy-fourth waa

assigned to the third brigade, (Miller's) second-

division, ( Negley's ) fourteenth army corps,.

(Thomas'). At this place several changes took

place among the officers. Colonel Moody, Major

Bell, and Captains Owens, McDowell and Ballard

resigned, which made necessary the following

promotions: To colonel, Josiah Given, (late-

lieutenant-colonel of the 18th Ohio) ; to captains,.

Mills, Armstrong, McGinnis, Tedford and McEl-

roy ; to first lieutenants, McMillen, Hunter, Hutch-

ison, Weaver and Ericker ; to second lieutenants,.

Adams, Scott, Drummond and McGreary. On
arriving at Xenia, about the last of January, the

regiment was received with great honors and dem-

onstrations of joy by the good citizens of Xenia,.

who assembled at the depot to welcome them back,

by whom a bountiful repast was set before the

soldiers, which they ate only as hungry soldiers can

eat. The regiment was granted a furlough of thirty

days to visit their friends, reassembling at Xenia on

the 17th of March. Before leavinor for the field'
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the regiment passed resolutions retarning their

hearty thanks for the kindness ^Yith which they

had been treated. The soh.liers of the Seventy-

fourth will never forget the good people of Xcnia.

The regiment being reorganized, numbered, with

the addition of one hundred new }-r^eruirs, six

bu.ndred and nineteen men.



CHAPTER yi.

r.eluin to the Front—Incidents—Ariivin;^ at ^'ashvillc—Leav-

ing for the Front—Arrival at Chattanooga—Camp at Grays-

ville, Georgia—Breaking Camp—Starting on the Atlanta

Campaign—Fight at Buzznid's ]\oo?t—Incident? of the

Battle.

The Seventy-fourth, once more ready for the

~field, started for the front on the 23d of March,

1864. I will now quote from a journal hept on

the march.

Thursday, '2Wi. Left Cincinnati on 8team»cr.

Kained at night. Slept on top of the boat.

Friday, '2bth. Landed at Louisville about G

o'clock this morning. Marched from the boat to

Soldiers' Home. An amusing little incident occur-

]-ed v\'liile marchino; throui^h the streets of Louis-

viile. An Irishman, a few paces in advance of me,

ivas indulging in .a smoke, having, as he thought,

extinguished the fire in his pipe. He put it in his

pocket, but pretty soon a strong smell of some-

thing burning was experienced. The L-ishman,

however, kept marching on. After a while he re-

marked that he smelt burnt rags, and on clapping

his hauls behind him, he drew his coat-tail around,
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exclaiming at the same time, '' Be jabbers, and it's.

meself that's burning !

''

Salurdatj^ 2C)lh. Left Louisville about 3 o'clock

p. M. for Nashville. Rode all night. Arrived at"

Nashville next morning about daylight.

Sunday^'11ill. Marched through town to south-

side and camped near our old camp ground..

Drew shelter-tent. Went to No. 8 hospital and.

staid all night.

Monday, 2Sth. At Nashville. Rained at night-

Drew rations preparatory to starting on march to-

Chattanooga.

Tuesday, •I'dtli. Started on march to Chatta-

iioog-a by the way of Murfreesboro ; from thence

to Shelbville, Tennessee. At Shelbyville heard

Andrew Johnson make his celebrated Union

speech.

Monday^ April 4:th. Arrived at TuUehoma.

Thursday, llli. Crossed the Cumberland Moun-
tains and encamped in Crow Creek valley.

Friday, Sfh. Arrived at Stevenson, Alabama,,

and on the 9th embarked on cars for Chattanooga,

having marched from Nashville.

There is splendid scenery along the rout from

Stevenson, Alabama, to Chattanooga, Tennessee.

We passed Shell Mound, the mouth of Nicojack

Cave, and, as probably all my readers are aware,

Lookout Mountain, at Chattanooga. Wo arrived
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at Chattanooga after night, it being dark, rainy,

and cold, with no place to go to. We had to re-

main near the railroad until morning, when we

went to the Soldiers' Home for breakfast. Why
'they did not take us there the night before I do

not knoM'.

On the 12th we started again on the march and

marched out to Graysville, Georgia, v/hcre we

w^cnt into camp, remaining there until the od of

May, when we broke up camp and started to

'liiggold, Georgia. On the night of the 6th of

May there was a splendid illumination of the

fourteenth army corps. A candle Avas placed in

front of every tent, some on poles, some on trees,

•and large fires in every street in the vast encamp-

ment. It was a grand and imposing sight. On
the 7t!i of May the great Atlanta campaign was

•commenced. I will refer to my journal from

time to time in order to give particulars of that

march.

Saturdaij, May Ith. Marched this morning at

daylight for the front. Formed line of battle at

Tunnell Hill. Fired a few rounds from the battery.

Very warm day. A great many new blankets

and overcoats thrown away. Rebel? left Tuanell

Hill. Fighting in front. On picket at night.

Sunday, StJi. Marched again and halted in the

woods near ^' Buzzards' Roost."
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Monday, 9lh. Advanced about two miles.

Commenced an attack on the rebels. Heavy

skirmishing, the Seventy-fourth under fire. Se*

•verely shelled by a rebel battery: one man killed

and several wounded, among whom was x\djutant

M. H. Peters.

Tuesday, lOUu Still fighting. Rebels strongly

fortified. .Went back to the rear in the afternoon

•for rations. Returned to the front. Regiment in

line of battle. Here let me remark, one has a

peculiar feeling standing in line of battle, expect-

ing every moment to be ordered forward, it may
be, to certain death. For one I can only say that

at such a time I did not feel like running. It was

almost as dangerous in the rear as the front, if not

•quite as much so, in a batde. Only those who

have experienced it know anything about it. We
had left our knapsacks at the foot of the moun-

tain before being ordered forward. We halted

on the side of the mountain and remained in line

all niorht. Our lodf]rinn; that ni^^ht was not the

best; the accommodations were very poor. We
had orders to sleep on our arms and not to take

oft" our cartridore boxes. The side of the moun-

tain was steep and covered with little sharp stones.

I threw my gum blanket down on the ground, un-

buckled my belt, slipped my cartridge box around

•for a pillow, and with my gun at my side slept
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soundly. When I awoke in the morning I had

slipped about t\YO feet down the hill, and the reg-

iment was anything but in line. We soon, hovr-

ever, straightened up and got in line again, ready

for the rebs.



CHAPTER Yll.

Miirch around to Snake dap—Battle ot' licsaca—Crossing llic

Etawali river—Altoona Mountain under Fire—Colonel Zveib-

ling AVounded—Double Brea-stworks.

Wednesdai/, Jlaij 11th. Went out on skirmish

line at daylight, very steep climbing. Remained

on skirmish line all day. Heavy firing in the af-

ternoon. Rebel shells fell very near lis. Marched

to the rear at midnight and remained until morn-

ing. Sherman leaving one corps in front of Buz-

zards' Pcoost, marched the rest of hi? array to

Snake Gap, about sixteen miles from Euzzards'^

Roost, thus flanking the rebel army. The rebels^

as soon as they found it cut, left Buzzards'" Roost

and fell back to Resaca. At Buzzards' Roost the

Seventy-fourth lost sixteen men killed and wound-

ed. At Resaca ^\e bad another battle, in which

the Seventy-forth lost nine men killed and wound-

ed.

On the 15th the rebels left Resaca, leaving,

many of their dead on the field. Here wo cap-

tured a large amount of corn meal. The morn-

ing of the ITth of May we left Resaca in pursuit

of the rebels^ crossed the C*Qosa river, passed
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through the town of Calhoun, halted and remained

all night on the side of a hill in the woods.

Marched in daytime and halted at night and builf

fortifications. Weather very warm. On the 23d

of May we arrived at Etawah river. The march

that day was a hard one, it being very dry

and dusty ; so much so that one could not see

from one end of the regiment to the other. Be-

fore we came to the. river we received the v/ord

'that we would have to wade it, the rebels having

burned the bridge. When we arrived at the bank

of the river we found it even so. I suppose the

Etawah is somethini^ near the size of the Great

.'Miami river. Some of the boys prepared to

wade by taking off their boots and pantaloons;

others went right in without taking off anything.

•T did so myself. When about half way across.,

where the wafrer was nearly brea?t deep and run-

>ning very swift, I thought I would go ahead of

some that were ahead of me, when I stumbled and

fell, losing m y gun and completely wetting my-

self and filling my haversack with water, and

soaking my hardtack. I recovered my gun, how-

over. It was a ludicrous sight to see the Seven-

ty-fourth wading the river. If some artist had

been present and sketched the scene it would have

made a laughable picture for some of our Dicto-

rials. One man of our i*egiment (I will net nam-e
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him) thought he would not wade the river, but

mounted on behind one of the boys who was

riding ii mule. When about half way across, the

mule stumbled and fell, throwing them both over

his head and completely ducking them. When
we had got over to the other side the dust was all

washed oif. We sta\d an hour or so to dry off, it

being very hot ; so by the time we started again

we were dry and felt very much refreshed. On
the 2Gth we arrived at the Altoona Mountains,

where we were again under fire, sheik bursting

very near. We were ordered across a field di-

rectly in front of the enemy, and although much
exposed to shells and bullets, not a man was hit.

We proceeded a lew rods and were ordered to lie

down. We remained in line until night, when

we Avent back to the rear. While going to the

rear, Colonel Neibling, of the 21st Ohio, was

wounded by a cannon ball. His arm had to be

amputated.

After retreating to the rear we built what we
called double breastworks ; that is, we fortified on

both sides of us, as we were on an elevatioa and

exposed to rebel fire on both sides.



CIIAPTEK VIII.

Retreat of Rebels—Following Thcin Up—Anecdote—On t!i-.-

March—Thv.ncler-'Storm—On Picket— Advancinir the Line

—

Incident?.

On the -d of June Y;e were orJeretl to the

front again. icoon after we vrere in lino, n ter-

rific tliunder storm arose and the rain fell in

torrents. It seemed that the artillery of the

skies and that of earth vied with each other. At

last the batteries were silenced, but the awful

roar of the thunder, the forked lightning and the

dashing rain still continued. Some three or

four men were killed by the lightning, in a brig-

ade not far from us. I will now refer again to

my Journal.

Friday, June od. Relieved in the morning by

left wing of the regiment. Went back into

breastworks and got breakfast. Staid until night.

Went on skirmish line.

Saturday, 4th. Went on skirmish line again

at daybreak. Shot several rounds ; very muddy

in ditch. Rained considerably. Fighting on our

left. On reserve at night.

Sunday^btJi. Rebels left this morning. Some
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shooting. Milton Bennett, of Co E, was

killed while cleaning his gun. Rebels left at 8

o'clock this morning. Went over to rebel lines,

or rather what had been their lines. Notwith-

standing that the rebels w^ere driven back and

had retreated from place to place and were de-

feated at every point, still they told the most ex-

travagant stories and published the most arrogant

lies, in order to deceive the people and keep them

in good spirits. At every battle they told how
they had whipped the Yankees. This reminds

me of the story of the little Negro, who was de-

scribing a wind storm : ^'Why, massa, dere wa s

de tremendusest, post mowerfulest win' stom dat

you ebcr heahi De win' blow'd so hard dat it

blowM de har— de har— oif of one man's head !

Ya'as, de har all off one man's head I "De har I"

"Now, Sam, you lying rascal, why didn't the

wind blow your hair ofi'?" ""Why—why

—

you'se

allers boddcrin' white folks when dey'se tellin de

trufe— VN'hy dar was a man stan'in' a holdiu' my
har on ! Ya'as a man a stan'in—a man I"

•'But why wasn't his har blown off?" "0 dar

was a nuddor man a stan'in' a holdin' his har onl

Ya'as a nudder man." "'But why wasn't his

hair blown oft'?" "Kase—why—w-why— (you'se

bodderin' yourself about de win' stom)—why dar

was a little boy a standin' a holdin' his har on.
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Ya'as, a little boy a holdin' his har on I'' '-But

why wasn't the little boy's hair blown off, you

black scamp?" '-Why—why, golly, don't you see

plain nuff how it was ? Why dar was a man wiu

a bald head a stan'in' a hoFin' his hair on!"

June fjth. Marched after the rebels. Marched

on until about 10 o'clock, and halted and remained

in the v/oods ail day and night.

June 1th. Moved about 200 yards up in the

woods and put up tents. Some rain in the even-

ing.

JuueS'Ji. In camp. Drew rations. Received

mail.

June 9lh. In camp. Inspection of arms.

Ju7ie lOlh. Started on the - march again.

Marched out of camp and rested. Resumed the

march again. Thunder shower. Rained rpiito

hard.

June 11th. Rained this morning. Captain

Armstrong joined us this morning. Marched in

line of battle through the woods. Halted and

commenced fortifying, but quit and marched on

about a mile. Maneuvered around considerably

during the night, but finally got into positioii and

built breastworks ; then camped for the night.

Sundai/, Vltli. A very wet and disagreeable

day ; consequently the chaplain did not preach.

Monday, l?jili. The cliaplain, by request of
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the * re-ziment, "Dreached a thanksirivinnr sermon,

Avhicli was aftervrard printed and published.

Tuesday^ 14//i. Went out on picket at G o'clock

A. M., and then advanced the line. After stand-

ing picket two liours we were thrown forward as-

skirmishers and came near being shot. As we
neared the rebel lines we were marched in column

down a road, trees and bushes on either side, and

although there was no firing in front, yet we could

hear the skirmishers on our right and left. We
were going to fill up a gap and had advanced

farther than we supposed, when suddenly there

caiiie a zip, zip, and whistling of bullets about out

ears. We did not wait thcR for the command to

deploy as skirmishers, but every man hunted a

tree and we went to work, and, strange to say,

although the balls whistled very close to us-, not a.

man in our squad was touched. But the same

bullets that were fired at us went on to tlie rcizi-

ment, killing one man and wounding another.

That was the dav, I think, that the rebel oreneral..

Poik was killed. He was killed by the Gth Indi-

ana battery. I think that was the battery, al-

though I may possibly be mistaken. It is said

that General Sherman, seeing a group of rebel

generals on Pine Mountain, rode up to the lines

and inquired for a battery. lie was told that one

was close at hand. lie ordered it brought up,.
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placed ill position, loaded and discharge^]. * lie

then ordered it loaded a second time and dis-

charged. Then says he, "That will do," and im-

mediately rode off. That battery was immediately

in our rear, and the balls went over our heads.

That afternoon I stood up behind a tree, scarcely

larg.e enough to protect my body, from 2 o'clock

in the afternoon until after dark, loading and fir-

ing my gun. The tree w^as skinned in several

plac33 by rebel bullets. We loaded and fired at

will, no officers being there to give orders. It was

when the privates were on picket that they were

their own men : they vrere not often troubled witli

officers.

An incident transpired that afcei-noon v.'hich I

will relate : Not far from the tree where I stood

ti soldier was squatting down behind a tree, when

a bullet from a rebel gun penetrated the ground

immediately under him without touching him.

As readily may be supposed, he immediately rose

to his feet and got on the other side of the tree.

An old, gray-headed man belonging to another

regiment, (I cannot say what one ), some rods in

the rear, seeing the man jump up so quickly and

change his position without any orders, came

down to where our picket was standing, and on"

learning the cause of the sudden movement, the

picket guard telling him he thought the bullet
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came from a rebel sharpshooter in a tree, and pro-

ceeded forthwith, as he said, to see if he coukl

not find out where that fellow was. He was gone

a few minutes, when he returned and told the man
'he might sit down again, as he did not think he

would shoot any more, intimating as much that

he had fixed him.



CnAPTEH IX

Again on ihe Miiieii

—

jiuilding Work- undoi- l-"irc—Appioachiiig

Kennesaw Mountain—(Ti-and ?^iglit—Lontliorbrccchcs' Bar-

tei'v— !>i:r.M.)Vtin!j- tlx; Sunio.

Un the 15th of June we again advaneeci, driv-

ing the rebels before us. We then halted and

fortified.

June lijth. Moved to the right and drew some

rations. Pretty sharp shooting on the right.

Heavy cannonading in the afternoon, supposed to

he shelling the rebel train.

June IT///. Advanced again about a half mile.

Built works. Heavy lighting. Took fourteen

prisoners to-day. Drew rations. Heavy skir-

mishing at night.

June IStJi. Advanced again. Got under lire

of rebel shells and bullets. Built works under

fire. Three of the boys wounded to-day, among

them Sergeant T. C. Hook, of Company A.

Rained very hard while lying on our faces in line

of battle,

June lOih. I was on picket and went out to

the rebel works, but the rebs were gone. Our

pickets followed thera about two miles, when vfo
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returned a^^^ain to the regiment. We were then

npprttaching Kennesaw Mountain, the Seventy-

fourth being in the rear. It was a grand sight, as

we approached the mountain, the shells from our

batteries exploding on the side of the mountain,

and the rebel shells from its top. From our stand-

point the scene was sublime and grand beyond de-

scription. A battle raging between two contend-

ing armies is a grand and awful sight. It has

been described more than once, but to participate

in it is different. Perhaps my own experience

will .tally with many others. When it is certain

that we will shortly have to be engaged in deadly

strife the mind has many misgivings, and we dread

it, not knowing but that we arc rushing on to

certain death. Then it is we think of home

and our loved ones, and if a man ever prays,

it is then. I know that I prayed as fervently on

the battle field as I ever did before or since. But

when once enfras-ed one loses all dread or fear, and

thinks of nothing but driving the enemy, and it

is not until he has passed through the conflict that

he has time to reflect. When the ground is strewn

with the dead and dying, he begins to feel again^

and if he is inclined to be grateful, his heart will

swell with gratitude to God for his kind and pro-

tecting care in preserving Iiis life through the

terrible conflict. But how many hundreds an<l
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thousands seeui never to think of thi:^. I have

heard men curse and swear on the eve of battle,

or even Avhen engaged, and some even die with a

curse on their lips. Bat it is not mj purpose to

moralize. Men know their duty, and if they do

it not, i feel that I am not to blame. I leave this

with other men, who think they are called to this

"A'ork.

Jane 20tJi. The Seventy-fourth in the rear.

'Drew rations. Moved a short distance and put

up tents, w^ith orders for inspection at 4 o'clock.

Cleaned guns. Were ready for inspection, when

'>ve received orders to move right away. We
moved in front to LeathGrbreechcs' or Buckskin's

battery. This Leatherbreeches' right name was

Captain Dilger. He was the most skillful and

plucky ofHcer in the Union service. When the

war broke out Captain Dilger was an artillery of-

ficer in the Prussian service. A short time after

die battle of Bull Run, an uncle of Dilger (a mer-

chant in New York) wrote that the present was

an opportune time to visit America, etc. Dilger

was desirous of studying war as carried on in the

Western world, and to this end procured leave of

absence for a year. As soon as he arrived he

joined the Army of the Potomac, as an artillerist,

und commanded a battery. As his year drew to

-ti close he man-aged to get his leave indefinitely



Tin: SKVKXTY FOriUH. T\

extended. The term of his battery, the Ist Ohio

artillery, having expired, he ^Yas ordered to Cin-

cinnati to be mustered out of the service. His

next appearance with his battery was under Gen-

eral Hooker, and by the name of Leatherbreeches,

or Bucliskin, he became known to every officer

and soldier in tlie Army of the Cumberland.

In all the battles which occurred from Lookout

Mountain to Peach Tree (Jreek, Captain Dilger

"was on hand. He was the first to open fire on

the eve of a battle, taking his guns nearly up to

the skirmish line. On the eventful day of the

Hooker and Johnson contest, Captain Dilger took

his guns up to the skirmish line and for half an

hour poured a raking fire of grape and canister

into the enemy. So conspicuous and .narked were

his movements that he became at one time the

target for three rebel batteries, and lost seven

men during the day. He fired by volley when he

got a good thing, and the acclamations of the in-

fantry drowned the reverberation or the cannon's

roar. On nil such occasions Captain Dilger im-

pressed every one by his fine appearance. Ho
always wore close buckskin breeches with top

boots and stood by his gun in his shirt sleeves-

during battle, eliciting the admiration of the whole

army by his coolness and intrepidity in action. I

laave. seen him sitting in a porthole of the v."orkF>.
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Avith his glass, watching the elFect of his shots on

the enemy. Tiie Seventy-fourth was ordered to

support this battery, the men being in the works

on each side of a large twelve-pounder Napoleon

gun. For two days we were in this position,

although the roar of artillery was almost deafen-

ing. Still we could sleep sound.

On the 22d of June the rebels shelled us from

the mountain, and the air was filled with bursting

shells. I believe this was the day Avhen Colonel

Findley had erected iiis shelter-tent a little way
from the breastworks, and had gone to the woods

for some leaves and twigs to sleep upon. When
he returned his tent had been struck, by grape-

shot I suppose, and perfectly riddled. Had he

remained in his tent he would most undoubtedly

have been killed. The Colonel removed Iiis (juar-

"ters after that.

On the 23d we moved to the right after dark,

^vhere we remained until the 3d of July.



CHAPTER. X.

Bclbic Kenucsiiw Mountain—M:ach Vo Chattahoochie livcr

—

Camp near tnc river—Crossing the river—FigtU at Peach

Tree creek—Arrival ])eforc Atlanta.

While Ijing before Kenesaw Mountain, \ve had

some heavy fighting. One day a solid twelve

pound shot struck our works, burying itself in the

earth and almost cutting a log in two six inches

through.

Jtill/ IsL I was on the skirmish line, fc^am

Mulphra of Company B was wounded in the arm.

Stood up behind a small tree and shot forty-five

rounds of cartridges that afternoon: some of ihe

rebel shots came very close to me.

Jidi/ 2nd. Went on fiitigue duty to the left to

build works, and worked all night. During the

night the rebels left the mountain, and the next

•lay we started in pursuit of them. They had left

their dead some of them on the field. We pass-

ed on through the town of Marietta, and on the

Fourth of July we halted in an oat field, cut

branches from the trees and bushes and made a

shade, it being" very hot. We then fell into line

and marched about a mild. We haulted, stacked
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arms auJ rGuiaineil about an liour, ani] then re-

turned to camp.

Jidij htli. Advanced about three miles and

vrent on the skirmish line. Remained all the af-

ternoon and night. Sergeant Slipe, of Company
was wounded,

July 6lh. Relieved from picket. Went to the

rear and drew rations. Had a view of Atlanta

from the top of hill vrhere they were planting a

B, battery.

lull/ '*^^^' Resting behind the hill in the wood,

•/ery hot. Went up to Buckskin's battery and

tool: a view of Atlanta, through a glass. Atlanta

from that point was eight miles distant. We were

then approaching the Chattahoochie river. We
remained here in this nosition after 2:oinfr into

camp until the 17th of July. On the 9th we went

out to the front line which was advanced. Ser-

geant James, of Company E, was here wounded
On the 10th the rebels retreated beyond the Chat-

tahoochie, we following them to the river, skirmish-

ing through the woods.

Jidl/ 17th Received orders to march at 7

o'clock. Accordangly we packed up ready, but

did not march until the afternoon. Crossed the

Chattahoochie on pontoons, skirmishing through

the woods. Advanced about a mile and fortified'

July l^^llf. Still in advance. Drove the rebels
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to-dav. Halted and fortiiied, and on the 'l^)i\\ ad-

vanced about a mile and halted in an old field and

staid until about -3 o'clock in the morning, then

marched on and crossed Peach Tree creek at a

mill. Went on a little farther iind halted in the

woods and staid till morning. Advanced again

in skirmish line. AVe were not long on the skirm-

ish line when v/e were relieved by the 20th corps.

That day the 20th corps had a heavy fight. We
moved to the right and got under cover of the hill

and remained all night. On the next day the reg-

iment advanced, ami several of the Seventy-forth

boys were wounded, among whom was Captain

McElravy, of Company G.

July 22nd. Advanced on toward Atlanta. This

day we lost three of our boys : John Farbes, John

Hennesey and Addison Tolbert. Several others

made narrow escapes, George Kempher, of <,'om-

pariy C, had a hole shot through his knapsack

while lying on his face toward the enemy. Gen-

eral McPherson was killed to-day. We were on

the second line of fortifications. Immediately in

the rear was the 21st 0. Y. I. A man was killed

to-day by a shell.



'CHAPTER XI.

I'ooUt—In Hreacstwoiks—lucidoiits—Mai'cli to Jonesborc

—

Battle of Joiicsboro—Deatli of Comrades—March back to

Atlanta—Camp near the city.

While here I composed the folIo^YiRg lines on

the death of Pv. S. Dihvorth, -svho \Yas killed at

Kenesaw ^lountain, Georgia. Jane 27, 18G4 :

'J'hc suldiof sleeps liis livst long :;lcep,

His friends in anguish o'er him Aveep.;

i"or his country's flag bis life he gave,

lie is sleeping noNv in an honored jjrave.

^'o mo5e at the bugle's call he'll come,

< >r nuireh to the music of the drum

;

His voice is hnshcd, his spirit fled.

Ah I yes, he'siuumbercd Avith the dead.

Rest, soldier, rest; tliy -warfare's o'er,

'So more you'll hear the cannon's roar;

Xo night alarms disturb your breast,

Then sweetly slumber, sweetly rest.

Ah I how sad the thought to those

Fond friends at home; ah I yes, Avho knows

The depths of sorrow hearts must feel;

])Ut God alone the Avound can heal.

The noble hei'O oatriotfell;
.

His work i« dime, lie did it well:
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His sword is shcaihed; let it remain,

He ne'er will take it up agai:>.

AUliOU--h we feel his loss U great.

Heaven has thus decreed his fate;

His friends and comrades speak his fame,

Forever honored he his name.

There is one fond heart now left to mourn,

From whose embrace so lately torn,

On whom will fall the hardest l>low.

Will 1)C tVie deepest grief, we know.

The loving wife so soon mu;t parr.

With tho idol of her loving he art:

Ihit tiust in God, grace will be given,

And meet your dearest one in heaven.

FrieJid.-i will drop affection'? tear=.

The lapse of months orlap.-3e of years

Shall not banish from the mind

Thy many act? of love so kind.

When war is o'er and victory wuu.

We'll think of thee, the absent one—

In years to come wdicn once again

Sweet peace shall universal reigu.

Lieutenant Dilworth's work is done,

He rests in peace, his race is run;

Whilst many hearts with grief o'ertlow,

Xaught can disturb his sweet repose.

Farewell, soldier, noble friend.

And when this toilsome life shall end,

When all earth's sorrows shall be past,

Wo ito'^e to meet in heaven at last.
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These lines were written in front of Atlanta,

Georgia, behind the fortifications, by request of

an officer of the 21st 0. Y. I., and sent to the

widov/ of Lieutenant Dihvorth, and published in

a northern paper, I think the Hancock Jefferso-

nian.

July '2Wu Not much lighting to-day. A dem-

onstration was made at night in order to find, if

possible, the enemy's batteries. It was done in

this wise : At a o:iven si2;nal every man alona'

the line was to fire his gun and yell at the top of

his voice ; which was done, but it did not serve to-

draw the enemy out,

July 2Gth. We moved to the rear about n

quarter of a mile.

July 28///. Fell into line and moved to ,the

right about four miles. A^ery hot. Some of the

boys came near giving out. Hard fighting on the

right. Rebels charged our lines seven times, and

were repulsed every time with heavy loss. We
marched to the extreme right flank and built works

after night and remained until mornino-. Next

day returned to our old camp and had a meeting

of Company and appointed a committed to draft

resolutions in regard to the death of the boys who

were killed on the 22d.

July?)OtJ(. Wrote resolution^, v.hich were ap-
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proved by the company, and sent to friends and

papers.

August 2(i. Wc moved to the right again and

relieved the 42d Indiana regiment. The next day

^ve'^vere relieved by the 23d corps. Drew rations

and moved to the right and put up tents.

Auf/usl -Uh. This was a day of fasting and

prayer appointed by the president. Chaplain

preached in the morning. Moved in the afternoon

the to riarht. We had a hot, fati^iuino: march of

several miles and directly back again.

August hill. Lying back of works. Rebels

threw several shells at us. Moved back into work--

that we left. Bands of music playing at night.

August 6th. In front line . Skirmish advanced.

"Building works.

August Sth. Was detailed to work on works in

front. Worked a while when the regiment came

and ^vorked likewise. Rained in afternoon.

August 9tJi. In front line. Skirmish line ad-

vanced to day. Building works in front.

August lOth. Went out at 12 o'clock at night

to work on breastworks in front. Worked until

daylight. Relieved by the 21st Ohio. Came back

to camp.

August 11th. Went on picket at night, it being

dangerous to relieve pickets in the daytime, the

picket line being within a few rods of the rebel
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line. Staid in reserve until 4 o'clock in the

the morning. It was very 'tisagreeable that

night, raining a good portion of the time, so as

to render sleep impossible. When we got into the

pit it was nearly filled with mnd and water, and

after daylight it was very risky standing up.

We conld not stand up, lie, or sit down, but had

to remain in a crouching position, which was very

tiresome. The pits were about a rod apart, and'

there were about six men in a pit. Sergeant

Slasher, Charley Xewman, Faber, of <^ompany

K, and myself were in the same pit. While Ser-

geant Slasher was going from one pit to another,

ne was just in the act of jumping down into our

pit when a rebel shot at him, grazing his back.

He said it smarted like fire, and got me to exam-

it. and right across the small of his back was

a red streak, but no blood. The Sergeant was talk-

ing before that of going to the regiment lor some

rations, but he concluded to stay in the pit until

after night and do without his dinner. I had

my bayonet shot from my gun in the saftie pit, the

rebs and our men keeping up a constant fire day

and night.

August loll/. Moved over to the front line and

relieved the (JOth Ohio.

August litJi. John Quinn, of Company A,

Tvas wounded this raorninf]^ while cookino' his
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reakfaet, and Pat Doyle,, of Company I, -was

wounded while jroins; out on skirmish line.

August 15///. Very hot. John Seldomridge,

James and myself put up a renr and tlien cut

some bushes for a shade.

Augysc ISth. There was some heavy lighting.'

Although not actively engaged, we fell into, line

behind the work? nnd took arms, expecting every

moment to be called oat.

August V3(h. The regiment moved to the rear

line. It rained very hard at night. I secured a

board and laid it on a couple of logs to keep off

the ground. I then took my government blanket

and spread it on the board to lie on, then took

ray gum blanket and stretched it over me, and

although the rain fell in torrents, in tiie morning

I was dry and comfortable.

August '20th. Went on skirmish line. Very

disagreeable from the rain. Came near being

shot. I had i)ocome very tired in the pit, and in

the afternoon, the firing having slacked up, I

thought I would get out on the bank and rest

awhile, the rebel vrorks being in plain view only n

few rods away. Although I could see no rebs,

they ha^I logs on top of their works and a crack un-

derneath to shoot through, without being expose<l

themselves. The thought struck me that perhaps

I was too much exposed, and that I had better ^e^.
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back into the pit, when 1 put tliut thought into

immediate exeeution. I had hardly got down,

my head being just, below ths works, when zip, a

bullet came, and went into the ground just behi&d

rae. Had I remained in that position a second

lonircr, I would have been shot throuo;h the body.

August '2')tJi. "We left the front of Atlanta at

nio^ht, marched about five miles, and halted till

morning.

August 2(J///. Moved over to the edge of the

woods to the shade. Eained to day. Moved out

a short dtstance and then back again in the sam-e

place. Remained there awhile, then marched to

the ri'^ht. Halted at the works and remained all

night.

August 'IVJi. Tut up tents at daylight, then

moved about the length of two battalion?. Cut

tent poles, fortified and remained all night.

August 28th. Ordered to march at 6 o'clock.

Passed the 4th army corps and marched on to the

Atlanta and Montgomery railroad. Halted in a

a cornfield and had green corn for supper.

August 29'th. Arose early and had another

mess of green corn for breakfast. The method of

•cooking roasting-ears, as adopted by some of the

boys, was as follows: They would take an ear ol"

corn, stick it on the end of a ramrod, and hold

It over the fire until roastecL A^ncther w.ay was
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to throw the ear into the fire with the shuck on,

and by the time the shuck was burnt off the ear

would be done. We marched down the railroad a

mile and a half, tore up the track, burnt the ties,

and twisted the rails. We could see the smoke

for miles.

August oQih. Started on the march to the

Macon railroad. March a few miles and halted

on a hillside. Went on picket at night.

August olst. Started on the march again.

Moved -n- piece to the right and halted in the

woods. Marched on farther to a farm-house.

Saw some wounded men, who had been in a fight

on the railroad.

September 1st. Marched on the rebels, the

Seventy-fourth in front. Charged on the rebel

skirmishers across an open field. The rebels h'

1

a field piece on their skirmish line, and a sL it

from it wounded a man in Company B. We a N

vanced a short distance and were ordered to he

down. In a short time we were ordered to arise,

and forward march. There was a fen^e about two

hundred yards ahead of us, and Colonel Given

said, *• Boys, if we can gain that fence the day is

ours." So on we went, on the double-quick,

raising the yell. We reached the fence in safet)',

the rebel bullets, most of them, falling short of us,

thou;];h some struck near. When a bullet struck
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the ground, it would raise the dust. After reach-

ing the fence, ^Ye rested awhile. Meanwhile the

rebels had made a precipitate retreat. We fol-

lowed them up, wading a stream of water, but

never stopping till we got to the top of tho hill,

when we sent a volley after them, then loaded and

gave them a second volley as they were retreating

through the woods. I presume, however, that

they were too far off by the time we reached the

top of the hill for our balls to reach them, as they

were cavalry. We were then ordered to build

breastworks, and com.menced work, but did not

complete them before we were ordered forward

again. We marched on until we came in sight of

the railroad, then formed line of battle and

marched through the v/oods, until our skirmishers

again encountered the rebels, and drove them

into their works. We then advanced across another

field, the line of battle on our right steadily ad-

vancing, and keeping up a steady fire of m.usketry,

not much artillery being used. We advanced to

the woods ; and while marching on the right flank,

Melville Davis, of Company G, was shot and mor-

tally wounded. As he fell he brushed me, as he

went down. I immediately called for a stretcher,

and we placed him on it, and carried him a short

distance, out of range of the bullets, and laid him

down on the grass. I knelt down beside him and
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fiskeJ him if lie was hurt much. lie looked up-

in my face, and 0, such a look— a look which;

only a dying man could 2;ive—and said, "0, Ira,

I am mortally wounded !" These were the last

words he ever spoke to me, as I had to immedi-

ately join the regiment, which was now passing

froward in the thickest of the fight. Melville Davis

was my schoolmate, and my nearest neighbor. I

had known him from a child, being a little older

than he. He had been married, but his vv'ife had

preceeded him to the better land a short time be-

fore he enlisted. His time was nearly out, lacking -

only a few days. He had never been home since-

he left. He was fondly anticipating the near ap-

proach of his discharge, when he should be allowed

to go home to see his widowed mother, brothers

and friends. He and I often conversed about

them ; and that very morning, before we entered

the field, expecting a battle, he talked of home

and friends, and said to me if he should be killed'

that day he hoped he would be better of. He
spoke of his darling wife, whom, he said, wasfree-

from all the anxieties and cares of this world.

He was taken to the hospital, where he died in »

day or two. A short time before he died, I have

been informed, he called for his knapsack, and

requested his wife's picture on its' being handed

him. He looked at it, then kissed it, saying, ^'

I
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"will soon be with you." ^lelville was a gooil boy,

%i\A I have no doubt but that he has joiaed his

companion in a world where there is no more war

or parting of friends.

B-dt to return to the regiment. On we went,

"thraiigh a thick grov/th of pine, amid a perfect

shower of .grape and cannister (for we were

fronting a rebel battery) and minnie balls, litter-

ly cutting shrubs, leaves and branches of trees,

?tt which time eleven of the Seventy -fourth were

killed and thrity-three wounded, a number of

^whora afc-erwards died. William II. llollenberry,

•another near neighbor, was also killed. lie and

Davis and I lived in sight of each other, lie was

the son of a widow also, Mrs. Hannah IloUenbery.

C did not see him fail, for we fought until after

'i^lark and I got lost from the regiment. They had

retreated to the rear and I did not know it. I

^suppose, however, in groping my way back,

1^ stumbled over his dead body, as we found it

mcKt morning where I suppose I felt it. I helped

t« ca'rry him across a field and bury him 'where

w<e ibuiied the others. Before we put him in the

ground I took my knife and cut oft' a lock of his

hair, and sent it to his mother and sisters. He
did not reenlist, and his time was nearly out.

But, poor fellow, he received his final discharge.

Henry was a good boy, and a good faithful soldier.
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James II. Moore, of C-)i"npany C, wis also killed

in tliat eno^as^ement.

The Seventy-fourth was repulsed, the first tiine^

and fell back to the edge of the woods, but imme-

diately rallied, driving the enemy out of their

woiks. *»Ve then fell back in good order and re-

mained all night, leavins: our dead on the field,

the rebels keeping up an artillery fire until after

dark, and leaving their dead and wounded. Gen-

eral Sherman, leaving the 20th corps, withdrew

the rest of his army from before Atlanta, and the

rebels began to rejoice over h-'s supposed retre-ar.

when he suddenly roapp(^ared to their astonished

vision, fifteen miles soutli of Atlanta, attacking-

them at Jonesboro and capturing their works, ten?

guns and two hundred prisoners, and inflicting

upon them a loss of three thousand killed and

wounded. The rebel General Hood, being com-

pletely " boodwinkeil."" in the words of General

Sherman, blevv up his magazines at Atlanta, and

left in the night tijue. We could hear the noise

very distinctly, from Jonesboro, and suppose*! it

was a In trie between the 20th corps and Hood.

But General Slocum, with the ^Oth corps, took

quiet possession of the city. The next day we

buried our dead in an old orchard. It was a sat!

time. We carried them about a half mile, laid

them down on the ground until we dug the'r
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.:gravc.^, and then committed them to the ground,

putting sometimes two in one grave. Considerin g
the chances we had, they were interred very de-

cently. We rolled them carefully in their blankets,

:and then procured boards and put around them, to

keep the dirt from their bodies. Tiius we left our

'Comrades, who, only the day before, were as full

•of life and bid fair lo live as long as any of us.

We left them alone in an enemy's lahd, and on

the 6th started for Atlanta, and marched a short

distance the next day. We marched within three

TQQiles of Atlanta and went into camp, remaining

tit that place until the 10th, when w^e moved about

:a mile and again went into camp. Our marching

4ind fii'htinfj: was now over, for al least awhile. In

order to shovf how we passed the time while in carap

a^jcar xYtlanta, I will again refer to my journal.

September Will. Regiment on picket.

Septemhtr 12t,h. On fatigue.

Septemher loth. Regiment went to bur3^ Lieu-

-tenant Bricker, who died at the division hospital,

in consequence of wounds received at Jonesboro.

September l-ith. In camp. Fine weather.

'Chaplain preached at night.

September IGth. In camp. Meeting of Com-

pany C. Drew up resolutions in regard to the

death of Melville Davis, W. II. Ilollenberry and

^Jaraes II. Moore.
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September ISth. Meeting at night. A com-

mittee appointed to draft resolutions in regard to

soldiers who had died in battle. Meeting ad-

journed until next day.

September 19th. Meeting of the Seventy-fourth.

Chaplain McFarland made a few remarks Res-

olutions adopted.

September 20th. John Norwood, James John-

son and Basel Lucas came to the regiment to-day.

September 23cZ. Corps inspection.

September 24^/i. Went to Atlanta.

September 2bth. -Inspection at 8 o'clock in the

morning.

September 26th. Regiment on picket.

September 2Sth. Came into camp.

September ijOth. Battalion drill.



CHAPTER XIL

Resignation of Colonel (Tivcn—March after Hood—Camp

nearGalesville, Alabama—Scout over the Mountains—Poetry

—March to Rome and Kingston— March back to Atlanta.

October 1st. Colonel Given held dress parade

for the last time, this evening, at vrhich lime he

made a farewell address to the regiment, and pre-

sented his sword to the officers,

October od. Started on the march after Hood.

Colonel Given beat the drum out of camp, and

then left us. We marched on to the Chattahoochie

fiver and crossed after night. Hard marching

and very tired. Rained at night. The next day

we resumed the march and continued on the tramp

all day, halting in an open field where there was

plenty of grass.

October 4ith. Drew^ rations at 1 o'clock at night,

with orders to march at 4 o'clock, but did not start

until noon.

October r>th. Again on the march along a

very crooked road toward Kennesaw Mountain.

Marched on until after night. Dark and muddy.
Halted and got a cup of coffee, then marched on

again about a mile and a half and halted on tho
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side of a stony liill and camped. Rfiined at night.

The next morninc]^ it was still rainin^; and very

disagreeable. Started on tiie march in the rain.

Passed Kennesaw mountain. The roads were quite

muddy. Went about five miles and halted, camp-

ing near the Big Shanty.

Odoher It/t. Resting and cleaning up. Some
fic'htinor to-day. A wouded vobol general wa?

brought in.

October Sth. Started on the march again at

3 o'clock, and marched until '.re reached Lost

Mountain, and then turned to the north. Met

some rebel prisoners. Weather much cooler.

October 9th. Cool to-day. Went on picket,,

where we experienced the cold ijuite :<everely.

Continued marching the next day, passinir through

the Altoona pass.

October 11th. The regiment halted on the road-

side, and held the election. Marched to Kingston

and halted in the thick woods and camped. I

was quite sick here with the chills.

October l^th. Received mail just as we were

starting on the marcli. Rode in ambulance to-

day.

October IStJi. Went into camp not far from.

Rome and staid until nearly night, when we

started again. Rode in the ambulance until mid-

night, then joined the regiment.
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October 14//^ Marched hard all day, passing

through Calhoun and on to Reseca, Avhere we

again camped, near the railroad. Saw where the

rebels had torn up the road. Fighting in front.

October Ibih. Again on the march. Marched

on until after night to the foot of the mountain,

when we encamped.

October 16/A. Began to climb the mountain,

which Avas very hard, laborious work, indeed, there

being merely a bridle path. Part of the way the

path was so narrow that we had to inarch Indian

file. "We descended the mountain into Snake Gap,

through which we passed, taking a southern course,

until night, when we camped again, in sight of

Lookout Mountain.

October Vith. Started again on the march in

the Chatooga valley. Fine country. Taylor's

ridire on our left. Passed through some rebel

camps, which had been occupied only a short time

previous.

October '20ih. We passed into Alabama to-day,

through some fine country, camping at night near

Galesviile, where we remained for several days,

foraging around, principally for potatoes, which

were a scarce luxury.

October 2M. Dren* rations and started on a

scouting expedition with the 3d brigade, (Colonel

Hambrij^ht) among the Chatooga mountains, in
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search of the rebel Gatewood and his bund, who

were supposd to be secured in the mountains. We
marched about eight miles, crossed tbe Chatooga

river and then camped. The following lines, writ-

ten by myself, will perhaps best explain this

tramp :

THE FOUR DAYS' SCOUT.

1 will now wriie a son;^', and I think I am right,

About the trip that we took with Hambright,

Of the farms that we passed, and the nice littl" villas,

The time we went hunting the rebel guerillas.

The time that wc started wus the month of October,

The twenty-fourth day, we being all sober;

We traveled eight miles and then we encamped,

And fw that day this was as far as we tramped.

Wc marched the next day as far as Dirt Town,

Where, off in the woods, some saddles were found.

Sometime in the day, when we came to a halt,

We saw an old man who was loaded with salt.

He had tivo or six barrels in his wagon he had l)Ought,

All the way from Blue Mountain his salt he had brought

;

He said that the rebels to Blue Mountain had gone,

So onward we went and left him alone.

That ifight we encamped right close to a mill,

If the mill isn't gone, I guess it's there still)

;

The way that we Avent, and the road that we took,

We followed our leader, whose name was Cap. Crook.

Of potatoes and molasses we had plenty to eat.

Besides, vre had pork, the best of fresh meat;
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So we bad plenty of forage, of tlie very lie^t kind.

Though sometimes the brigade would leave us behind.

Xow Crook, as a leader, we very well knew

Was gallant and brave, and so was he (rue.

And should we have chanced to have heard a big noise,

Captain Crook is the man. who would have staid with hi^ boyp,

Tn battle the captain has often been tried,

Xo one his courage has ever denied;

And if you should happen on the captain to call,

You will find he is kind and courteous to all.

Since the captain is going to leave his command^

And return once again to his own native land

To lay down his sword, and cease fighting hi* foes.

May joy go with him, wherever he goes.

The ne\t day Ave marched, and at night there was rain,

And the next day we mai-ched to our division again;

Four days and thrte nights we were out on the scout.

And T guess no one knew what we were about.

The regiment were very indignant at this march-

ing of the men so far for nothing. It proved

nothing but a wild goose chase. Tlio men had a

hard, toilsome march, but those in authority were

r.ot satisfied with that, but must make the men

march some fifty or sixty miles for nothing, while

they were taking their ease, smoking their cigars^

lounging around their headquarters and ,2:etting-

big pay, while the pcor private soldiers, who %ot

the least pay, did all the work. On that scout I

thousht of the rich man and Lazarus. The rich
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man was clothed with purple and line lineii and

fared sumptuously every day, Avhile Lazarus lay

at his ijate and begrjed the crumbs that fell from

the rich man's table. But Lazarus died, and the

rich man also died. He had his good things in

this world. But I need not follow the subject.

All Bible readers are ac(|uainted with the sequel.

Cdoher 2>StJi. We started on the march toward

Rome, passing through Galesville and crossing

the Chatooga river. We marched about two miles,

aud camped.

October 2dth. Marched to Home, twenty-two

miles and camped near the Coosa river.

November 2d. Marched to Kinorston. It rained,

wliich made it very muddy and disagreeable.

Marched eighteen miles and camped near Kings-
ton. While in Kingston we voted, it being the

presidential election.
,

Novemher 8, 1864. We remained at Kin^'ston

until the 12th, when we left and marched to Car-

tersville, eighteen mile^. Left Cartersville next

day and crossed the Etawah river, passing over

the Altoona mountains. Marched on to Bi^^-o
Shanty. Tore up the railroad at night. Marched
on to the Chattahoochie river and camped.

Passed Kennesaw Mountain, and Marrietta.

November Ihih. Marched to Atlanta and re-

ceived new colois. Camped near tlic city and
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drew clothing and prepared for the grand march

to the sea. The city of Atlanta was burned at

night, makinsi: a grand and majT^nificent sicrht.



CHAPTER XIII.

Burning of Atlanta—Preparing to Muron— Starting on the

March to the Sea—Incidents of the March.

November Votli. We started on what is known

as '• Shevman's March to the Sea.'' Marched

twenty-five miles toward Augusta and camped at

a little town called Lithonia.

November lltJi. Marched on to Yellow river

and camped.

November ISlJi. Again on the march. Passed

through Covington, the Seventy-fourth in advance.

Is was amusino; to see the nefrroes runninoj to see

'de Yankees," and hear their remarks. '* Why,'"'

they said, "dey looks just like our people ; dey

ain't got no horns.'' An old negro woman caught

sight of our new colors, and said, " law sakes !

Did you eber see such a pretty thing ? " We
passed one house where there were a lot of girls

standing in the door. I overheard one remark tD

another, " Why, that is not half as pretty a flag

as ours." Another soldier heard the remark and

asked her if she would not like a piece of his

shirt for a flag. We halted about noon on the

plantation of a Mr. John Harris, and remained
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.hero during the day and night. Drew rations at

night. General Sherman's headquarters were on

the same phintation. I was at his headquarters

iii the afternoon. He had his tent pitched in the

yard, and was sitting in the porch of the mansion

ivatching some soldiers, who had found a barrel

01 molasses in an outhouse. Tiie boys had got

one head out, and were going for the raohisses,

dipping in and strewing it all around. The Gen-

eral sat there laughing at them. "When he saw

that a few were appropriating it all to themselves,

he ordered the barrel taken to the commissary's

and issued out, so that it might be equally distribu-

ted. On the march we passed through a place

called Shady Dale, ^Yhich consisted of a large

plantation and a small town of negro quarters, or

cabins. The brigade band pht} cd n quickstep

tune as wc went through, and the negroes flocked

out to see us and hear the music, particularly the

women, some of whom followed us for over a mile,

or rather kept up with the band, dancing and

keeping time to the music and cutting up all kinds

of didoes.

We passed through the village of Sand Town

on the morning of the 21st, in the rain, ^vithout

breakfast, but after marcliing some miles we halted

and got something to eat.

Novcmher 22d. On the march a^ain. The
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Seventy-fourth detailed as train guard. Camped
at Mud creek, at night, in a pine grove.

i\^ovemoer 2od. Again on the march, the morn-

ing being cold and the ground slightly frozen.

Arrived at Milledgeville, the capital of Georgia,

^Yhich we left the next day at 7 o'clock, marching

until about 3 o'clock. We then camped and went

on picket duty, and also drew rations,

Novenher "Ihtli, The regiment w^ent foraging

and caught an old bushwhacker and brought him

into camp, together with plenty of forage.

Novemher 26iJi. Started and marched a few

miles to a swamp and camped.

NovewiberTiih. Marched through the swamp, it

having previously been corduroyed, or, in other

words, made passable by poles being cut and laid

crosswise. After passing the swamp we marched

over a good road until we came to the Georgia

Central railroad, about four miles from Davisboro.

where we camped during the remainder of the

day, having passed through the town of Sanders-

ville.

Novemher 2Wi. Onthemiarch. Passed through

the town of Davisboro. Here the boys found

a lot of peanuts up stairs in an untenanted build-

ing, the floor being about a foot thick with the

same. Some went with sacks and loaded them-

selves, and, as a consequence, the road was soon

9
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Strewn for a long distance with the halls. Crossed

the Ogeeche river at night on pontoons. Here

vre saw the palmleaf growing.

November '29lh, Marched a short <listance,

passing through the town of Louisville, Jefferson

count3\ Georgia.

Novemhcr oOth. Marched to Sebastopol station.

December 1st. Marched a short distance to the

crossroads and went on picket, remaining all night,

the 20th corps passing in the night.

December '2d. Started again and niaehed to

another crossroads, then turned to the right and

marched until noon, halting for dinner in a cotton-

field. Marched six miles farther and camped,

making about fifteen miles that day.

December od. Marched around and across

fields. Crossed Buckhead creek on pontoons.

Marched on to the Angusta railroad and camped.

December Mh. Tore up the Augusta and Savan-

nah railroad, then started again on the march,

camping a few miles farther on. Rebels in our

rear, firing at us.

December bth. .tlarched nearly all day through

pine. woods, and camped at night in a sandy corn-

field.

December ^Jth. Again on the march. Warm
weather. Camped in the w^oods. On picket.

December 7th. On the march. Rain. Verv
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warm weather. Hard marching. Boys v.'ent for-

aging and brought in some fresh meat. Had tO'

carry it until after night, when we halted twenty-

seven miles from Savannah.

December 1th. Started again, Marche€ about

three miles, then halted and remained until about

10 o'clock. Z\Iarched again crosing Ebenezer

creek. Yfent about two miles and camped near a

graveyard, in the woods. Heard cannonading in

in the direction of Savannah, Skirmishing in th©

rear.

December 9f7i, V^e crossed the great svramp'

and halted in a field for dinner. Camped in the-

woods at night. Skirmishing in the front.

December IQtJi. Passed a rebel fort on the

road. Went a few miles and camped. Rained at

night.



CHAPTEll Xl\

Arrival at Savannah—Fort 2ucAlli.ster Takon, nnd tue Cracker

Line Oponed—Grand Review in Savannah — ^liirch to Sister's

Terry.

On tlie 11th of December wc arrived at, or in

front of, Savannah, or as near the citjas we couUl

get, the rebels having fortified it. There is a

canal leading from the Savannah river to the

Ogeeche, for the purpose of supplying water to

the rice plantations, as rice grows under water.

A short distance apart there are flood-gates, and

and when they wish to overflow the land, they

hoist these gates. The rebels made use of these

gates to overflow the country, so that Sherman's

army could not approach the city. We, however,

camped along the canal and threw out a picket

line, and prepared to stay until communications

by water should be opened around Savannah.

There is a long moss that grows on the trees,

hanging in festoons from them, sometimes four or

five feet long. The boys used to get this moss, and

cut the palmleaves, and by spreading the palm-

leaves on the ground, and the moss on them, it

made a very comfortable bed. There was a bat-
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tery almost directly in front of our regiment that

used to fire every day, but the balls would always

go over our heads. This they kept up for several

days, until one day it was noticed that they did

not fire any. Toward night, or after night, the

battery spiked all their guns and came over on

the Union side. They said they had been watch-

ing for an opportunity to desert the rebels ever

since the Union troops arrived, but were v^-atched

by their officers. By making a feint, however, of

keeping up a cannonading at the Union lines, they

so deceived their officers that they thought they

might trust them alone, but as soon as the rebel

officers lefr, they came over.

December IZth. Fort McAllister v/as in ken

to-day, which caused great rejoicing along our

lines. As soon as the nevrs came, they commenced

at one end, and the cry went from one brigade

to another, *' Fort McAllister is talron nnd the

cracker line is open !

"

On the IGth we went to the <)gcec];e liver for

rations, the Savannah river not yet beinn; open to

the city. Wo arrived at the river, and cnmped-

near it, waiting onr turn to load the next day.

We remained at the Ogeeche river \n\\\\ the 23d.

During the time we were there, it being very

warm weather, we had to live principally on rice,,

which we gnfi eied from the fi<^lds. ]Scar our
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<;amp ^vere some negro cabins, and in them we

found mortars, witli wliich we would make the

negroes Lull our rice, which was done by putting

-the unhulled rice into the mortars and pounding

•it. Then we took it out, and, putting it in our

i)lankets, blew the chaff out. We loaded our wagons

and started back to Savannah. Meanwhile the

rebels had left, and our troops were in peacable pos-

••session of the city.

Becumber 2bth. Went to Savannah anl went

•to the Baptist church. Heard asermou delivered

hj the Rev Mr, Landrum. After church I started

around the *city, and passing along the street I

^saw an old negro woman standing in a door. I

spoke to her and asked if she could give a

soldier something to eat. She replied, "Yes,

massa, I do dat ; come in." I went in, and the

old woman had what is called an ash cake in the

fire-place. An old Virginian would know what

tin ash cake is. It is made by taking corn dough

and covering it up in the ashes, and putting fire

on it, like roasting potatoes. Taking her ash

xjake from the fire and putting it on the table, she

procured part of a turkey the white folks had

•^iven her and some buttermilk. She invited me

to sit up and help myself. I did so, being very

liungry. I thought I never ate a better meal.

Decemler 21ih. There was a grand review of
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the litli corps by General Sherman. Several

hisrh officials from Washincrton were in Savannah

that day, among the rest Secretary Stanton.

December oOth. Laid out and moved to a new

camp and put up a tent. Several of the boys

joined together and put up tents. We cut poles

and built open about ten feet square, then joined

our shelter tents together and made a roof in

these tents. We remained until the 20th of

January. Although there was a great deal of

snow in the Xorth that winter, yet there was none

where v.e v/ere. In fact, it looked like summer

time. There the trees were evergreen all winter,

especially in the city of Savannah. The streets

were lined on each side with the tree known as

the "Pride of India/" or live oak, whose leaves

are ever^rreen. Durinsj the time we were in Sa-

vannah we Avorked on the fortifications around the

city.

January '2i)th. Received orders to march, and

started out of camp in the rain. Marched eight

miles through the mud and* rain, until the army

got mudbound, and could go no farther. We then

turned out into a pine woods and halted. There

was not a dry stick to be found anywhere, noth-

ing but green pine. The boys cut a tree and

tried to make a fire, but it was no go. The rain

put it out as fast as they could kindle it. We had
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marched in the rain nearly all day, and I had

neglected to put on my gum blaknet ; consequently

I was Avet through. The ground was also covered

with water. By taking a spade and ditching and

throwing up the earth, we made a place to stretch

our tents, then taking our gum blankets and

spreading them down and our government blankets

on them, we made our beds and retired without

supper. I lay all night in my wet clothes, and

the next morning there was the print of my body

on the blanket, yet, strange to say, £ took no cold.

The next day T>"e managed to get a fire and some-

thing to eat, and about 10 o'clock we went on

picket, it raining nearly all day.

January 2Sth. We left camp at 7 o'clock in

the morning and marched fifteen miles and camped.

January 2GlJi. Started again at 7 o'clock.

Marched hard through swamps and woods all day.

January 27th. Regiment detaile'l as train

guard. Marched all day.

January 2Sth. Started again at noon, and

marched through sw'araps and woods. Weather

clear and cool. (Jamped two miles ft'om Sister's

Ferry.

January 29th. Marched to Sister's Ferrv.



CHAPTER XV.

Camp at lister's Ferry—Leaving Sister's Ferry—Train Guard

—Marching tnroiigii South Carolina and 2s'orth Carolina

—

Arrival at Goklsboro— Guardin:;: Rations.

We remained at Sister's Ferry, on the Savannah

river, until the 5th of February. V/hile at the

Ferry we spent the time in writing letters, skiff

riding, &c. One evening, as four or five of us

were out on the river coming down to camp, we

espied a flatboat or barge floating down the river,

and which finally lodged against some trees . or

boughs on* the opposite side of the river. We
immediately headed our skill for the boat, and

on cominrr alonorside discovered that no one was

on board. We made our skiff fast alongside, and

immediately boarded her. It proved to be a boat

loaded with salt beef, which had broken loose from

her moorings at the landing, about a mile above,

and had drifted down. We foun-l a barrel that

had the head out, and soon had some meat in the

skiff, and then pulled for camp. When we landed

it was getting dark ; so we conveyed our property

(for we considered it ours then) to camp, under

cover of- the darkness. It leaked out, how-
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ever, some way, that we had found meat, and how

we got it, and several boat loads were brought

•into camp early next morning. So much was

missing that the men who came after tke boat

suspected the boys taking 'it, and on coming to

camp some of the meat was found. An order was

immediately issued that all the stolen meat should

be brought to headquarters. We had been very

careful to secrete ours securely, and when the

officers camo around hunting and searching for the

meat none could be found in our quarters. Con-

sequently we had plenty of meat for several days.

Here our regimental band made fine progress.

They would serenade the headquarters of the

different departments. At one place, I do not

now remember which one, there was a httle negro

boy who used to dance. Of all the droll antics

and manners, he beat all. He would sometimes

stand on his head and keep time to the music

with his heels in the air. The boys played well

and made very good music.

Fehruary bth. Started at daylight and went

two miles up the river and camped: then loaded

teams wiih rations and drew clothing.

Fehruary 6fh. Started again on the march;

went some seven miles and camped. We were

now on the soil of South Carolina, and the build-

ing's alon? tne road were all burned. No restric-
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tions were laid here, and it seeiDS that the soldiers,

if possible, would have burnt ud the state — the

hot bed of secession. Whenever they came to a

fine palatial mansion, (especially if it was ascer-

tained that the owner was in the rebel army), the

torch Avas soon applied. Houses, fences, trees

—

in fact, everything that it was possible to burn

—

-were burned. A large amount of cotton and

cotton gins were burned to the ground and laid

in ashes. There was a track made of about sixty^

miles Avide, inside of which everything was de-

stroyed, some think very unjustly, but I think

just to the contrary; for Sherman's raid, I think,

broke the backbone of the rebellion. I will not,

however, discuss that que.-tion. It has already

been done by abler men and abler writers than I

am.

Fehruarij Hit. Again on the march. Boys

went foraging and brought in fresh pork and

sweet potatoes. Marched twelve miles and then

camped.

Fehruary Slh. Marched about a mile, then

camped and drew rations. Foragers came in well

loaded with pork and potatoes.

Fehruai'i/ dth. Continued on the march. Cool

and cloudy weather, with some snow.

Fehruary lOtli. Marched about fifteen miles

to day, then camped and went on guard.
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February llth. Left camp early and marched

to Barnwell and halted for dinner. \Ye found the

town burned. Camped that night two miles north

of Barnwell.

Fehriiary 12th. Marched at 7 o'clock. Crossed

the Charleston and Augusta railroad at Williston

Station.

'February ISih. Staid in camp all day and

started on the march at dark. • Marched two miles,

when we went into camp and drew rations.

February lith. Left camp at 8 o'clock. It

rained and sleeted all day. Marched twelve miles

and camped at dark.

February Ihth, Left camp at -S o'clock and

marched until 4. Got dinner, then marched until

10 o'clock at night. Marched twenty miles that

day. Went on guard at night. Rain.

February IQtli. Left cimp at o'clock and

marched till noon. Baited for dinner at Lexing-

ton. Marched till dark.

February 17th. Started again at 7 o'clock.

Marched through a good countr^^ Forage plenty.

Crossed the Saluda river and camped five miles

north of Columbia.

FebruarylSth. Left camp at 10 o'clock. Went

out on the road and halted and staid till 8 o'clock.

Marched three miles and camped. Fornge plenty

—got flour, meal, bacon and molasses.
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Fehruarii 19th. Sunday, and in camp. Chap-

lain preached. Left camp at dark. Marched

until two 2 o'clock in the morning. Crossed

Broad river, then marched eight miles and camped.

Fehruary 20tJi. Left camp at 8 o'clock.

Marched five miles and went into camp. Drew
rations of coffee and sugar.

Fehruary 21st. Left camp at 11 o'clock. Most

of the buildings burned. Country hilly and very

thickly settled. Weather good.

Fehruary '22d. Left camp at 9 o'clock this

morning. Marched two miles and halted at the

Catawba river. Got dinner and crossed the river.

Very muddy. Teams could scarcely get along

.

Had to help push wagons up hill. Went as far

as ^Ye could, and then halted in the road. Rained

all night.

Fehruary 2ht]i. Cut and carried poles and laid

them in the road. Mud nearly knee deep.

Helped wagons up the hill. Country very hilly.

Got into camp about 2 o'clock r. m. Rained all

day and night.

Fehruary 26th. In camp. Chaplain preached,

it being Sunday. On guard.

^Fehruary 21ih, In camp. Got some corn

ground. Rations scarce.

February 2Sth. In camp. Rained in the morn-

inor. Fishtins: in the rear.
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March 1st. Started again on the march. Went

about fourteen miles. Very hilly. Roads bad.

March 2d. On the march. Vfent about fifteen

miles. Country very broken. Marched until

ni^jht. On guard.

Marcli ocZ. Again on the march. Most of the

road very bad. "Went ahead as pioneers. 'Worked

hard, and very tired at night. Camped in the

edge of the woods. A rebel came into our lines

this morninsj. Raininc:.

March ith. Started again on the march. Halt-

ed and waited until the train passed. Rebels

said to be in our rear, capturing some of our

men. Got into North Carolina at night. Saw a

man, Mr. Junius W. Whiting, who had escaped

from Wheeler's cavalry.

March ^th. Again on the march. Went about

fifteen miles and camped about 2 o'clock near the

Great Pedee river. Foragers came in with meat,

meal, etc.

31arch Gih. Started again and marched to the

river and waited all day and all night to cross.

Mules harnessed all day and night.

March 7fh. Started again and went down to

the river and got breakfast. Crossed over about

10 o'clock, and marched about eighteen miles.

March Sth. Again on the march. Marched

about nineteen miles, it raining nearly all day.
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MarcJt 9th. Staid in camp until noon, tlien

marched ten miles. Made some corduroy road.

Rained.

March lOlh. ]Marched about ten miles. Kil-

patrick's camp surprised this morning. Cannon

heard on our left. Camped before night.

March llih. Marched to within about two

miles of Fayetteviile and camped. On guard.

March 12th. In camp. Chaplain preached ia

the afternoon.

March loth. Marched this morning into ths

town of Fayetteviile. Crossed the Cape Fear

river on pontoons. The town of Fayetteviile is

quite a nice place of five or six thousand inhabi-

tants, most of the citizens remaining at home.

Marched about a mile and <a half and camped.

March 14//i. In camp. Went foraging. Got

a few sweet potatoes and a gourdful of soft soap.

March l^ih. Rained quite hard. Packed up

in the rain and moved a short distance. Marched

in the night, some five or six miles, and camped.

Bad roads, and raining. On guard at night.

March 16/7i. Moved a short distance and

camped at a church. Cut up the benches for

wood. Raining. Fighting in front.

MarcltVith. Marched about seven miles. Bad
roads. Got some corn meal to day. Had corn,

cakes for supper.
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March iBtJi. Marched about eight miles, and

crossed Black river. Camped on an old rebel

camp-ground. Heard cannon at night.

Blarcli IdfJi. Marched some twelve miles, over

corduroy roads, mostly. Fighting in front, at

Bentonville. Our brigade lost heavily.

March 20th. Marched six miles and camped.

Some of our foragers captured, and three teamsters

killed. Eight wagons captured out of ten.

3Iarch 21st. Marched about five miles toward

Kingston, when we marched back again, having

been ordered to issue rations to the troops. We
turned to the right. Very bad roads, teams stick-

inor in the mud. Kainino:. Halted in the ^voods

and camped after night. •

March 22d. Started again at sunrioC. Caught

up with the division. Rebel armjr retreated

toward Raleigh. Passed through the battle-

ground. Marched twelve miles. Roads svrampy

and bad.

dlarch 2od. Started again for Goldsboro, pas-

sing through General Terry's command. Crossed

the Neuse river on pontoons. Several colored

troops were there, belonging to the 24th and 25th

corps. Arrived at Goldsboro about 5 o'clock, the

i^3d corps on parade to receive General Sherman.

The General rode along the lines, and was hailed

with demonstrations of joy.
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The next day we received orders to murch to

KinfTSton for rations, and the morninixof the 25th

we started and rode in the wagons some twenty-

five or thirty miles. We arrived at Kingston at

about five o'clock p. m.

March '26tJi. At Kingston, waiting for rations.

We remained at Kingston until the 28th, when

the wagons were. loaded and ordered to start at

G o'clock, when we received a dispatch to move

into breastworks and wait a v/hile, as rebel cavalry

were seen on the flank. When we moved back and

waited an hour or two, then started back to Golds-

boro. Went about half way and halted for the

night.

3Ia)'ch'2iHh. Started again. Arrived at Golds-

boro about 12 o'clock. The next day we drew

some clothing, and on the 31st we moved to town,

about two miles distant, to guard commissary

stores. We were assigned quarters in a buiM-

ing, that is, three companies of the Seventy-fourth,

viz : Companies A, D and C. For the first two

nights I preferred sleeping out of doors, but the

third night there were indications of rain, when I

moved my quarters into the house, and Columbus

McDonald and I occupied a bunk.

We remained in town until the l>th of April,

when we moved back to the regiment. During

our stay in town we attended church, as there

10
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was quite a revival of religion in to^vn ;it tliat

time. On the 6th "we got the news of the fall

of Richmond, -which caused much excitement,

shooting cannon and fireworks at night.

On the 10th we started again on the march,

skirmishing in front. Marched eleven miles and

camped.

April Xlth. Again on the march. Detailed

again as train guard. Marched about eight

3niles.

April Villi. Pioneers, to-day. Went in front

of the train. Bad roads, and had to vrork hard.

Heard the news of Lee's surrender. Alarched

about twelve miles, passing through tlie town of

Smithfield, on the Neuse river.



CilAPTEH \\l

Airival ;it !-:;ilci.Lrli— C;\:i:p ;it Maitlia':- Vinyard—Talk of Con-

solifJatiig the Sixty-iiiuth ami Seventy-fourth Regiments—

-

Indi^^nation of t"ic Boys.

April VMJi. Started again on the macrh..

Passed through a little village on the railroad.

Marched along the railroad, ('ars came inside-

to-day with the governor of North (Jatolina.

Marched ahout sixteen miles to the capital of

North Carolina. Raleigh is handsomely d-eco-

rated with fine gardens, and the air heavily laden

with the perfume of sweet flowers. The ladies

are quite handsome. A large majority of the in-

habitants are loyal, so I have been told. Joe

Johnson's army retreated at the approach of

General Sherman's invincible army. E^aining.

On guard.

April IWl Left Raleigh. Marched about

fifteen miles a western course along the railroad,

and then camped.

April lr>(h. Raining this morning. AVent

foraging. Had to wade a creek which was swol-

len out of its banks. Got wet. Came to Holly

Springs in the evening, and stopped by the side-



no GllEEXB COUSTY IS THE WAR

of the road, llain. So muddy that the regiment

^did not get up.

AiniW^tli. Train and regiment c^nie up about

1) o'clock. Went a few miles and cumped.

April ISth. We received the nc\v8 of the as-

sassination of President Lincoln. The order was

read to the regiment, which caused a sudden

change of feeling from that of joy to that of sor-

row. We were both glad and sorrowful. Glad

vthat we soon expected to return home, and sor-

rowful because our beloved President was !io niore.

It -will be remembered that the Seventy-fourth

was guarding train. Consequently we were not

with the division all the time, but on the 20th we

started to the division, which was about six miles

away. Upon arriving at the place we unloaded

rations and started to Raleigh for more. We
went back to where we left camp, and halted for

the night. The order from General Sherman was

read to us to-day in regard to the suspension of

hostilities and looking to peace, when wc gave

three rousing cheers. The next day we went to

Raleigh and loaded the wagons. Remained at

Raleigh until Monday. On Sunday I attended

church five times during the day, and once at

nio^ht. W^e started back again to the division, and

camped three miles from the division. The order

came for consolidating the Seventy-fourth with
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the Sixty-ninth Ohio. Colonel Findley rode back

to Raleigh to see General Sherman about it. Reg -

iment very much depressed in spirits. Strong

talk of stacking arms and refusing to be consoli-

dated. They said they went into the field as the

Seventy-fourth, fought as the Seventy-fourth, and

they were going home as the Seventy-fourth.

On the 25th we were ordered to report to the

2d brigade, 1st division, General Buell, (not Carlos

Euell, but a general by that name, commanding

the 2d brigade). Regiment was slow falling into

line, supposing they were going to be consolidate'^

We went to General Buell's headquarters, when

he ordered us into camp, not consolidated. Went

into camp not fir from headquarters. Two com-

panies were detailc'l by C;iptain Deton, of the-

commissary department.



CHAPTER XYIL

Joyful 2^c\v3—Ord'TS lu iiaicli Xuilliwiifd aiid Hoir.cward

—

Great Douionstrations of Joy—Breaking Camp and Starling

Xortlr.varJ and Homeward— Arrivul at Richmond.

On the 26tli of April we moved a short distanco

aud camped in the woods, remaining there until

the 28th, when we received orders to march north-

ward and homevfard, the most welcome order that

we had ever heard. About 10 o'clock in the

mornino' we were ordered to the regimental head-

quarters, and the order read. The division com-

mander, General C. C. Walcutt, said, '-Boys, you

have done it all. You may make as much noise

as you please from this until you start home."

There was no more sleep that night. The boys

commenced shooting, the artillery, which had been

packed, was at once in position, and the noise

commenced, louder, if possible, than if v>-e had

been in a regular engagement. General Beard,

who commanded the 2d division, was stationed

several miles to^vard Raleigh, who, hearing the

noise, supposed that we had got into an engage-

ment with Joe Johnson, and, ii is said, double-

quicked his men nearly five miles to support, or,
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ra:liei\. reinforce us, before he found out what was

the cause of the hubbub.

Started next morning at <i o'clock, midst cheer-

ing and great rejoicing. We had now set our

faces towards home. Left camp, band playing

" The Girl I left behind me," and " Yankee Poo-

dle.'' Marched about tv/entv-two miles and camped

in the woods.

Ajj'ril -9th. Started again about 7 o'clock and

went a few miles and halted about four hours, then

started again and went about four miles farther.

Colonel Findley informed us that we were still the

old Seventy-fourth, and we gave three cheers.

April 'dOi/t. At Morrisville Station. Chaplain

preached. Started for Richmond at 1 o'clock.

Marched about twenty miles, to Neuso river, and

camped.

JIarch Isl. Started at 5 o'clock. Marched

about tv>-enty-five miles, going as far as Tar river

to dinner. Crossed Tar river and marched on

through Oxford and camped about a mile beyond.

JIarch '2d. Again on the march. Passed

through a little town called Williamsburg, to the

Roanoke river. Crossed the line into Old Vir-

ginia, Mecklenburg county, about 6 o'clock p. m.

Camped near the river. Went boat-riding on the

Roanoke. The next day we crossed the river on
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pontoons, andpassed through Boy dton. Marched

seventeen miles.

Jla)/ 4tJt. The Seventy-fourth again ^.n the

march. Hard marching. Marched thirty-one

miles to-day.

3Iay bill. Started again. Raining some-

Crossed Notaway creek at the falls. Passed No-

taway court-house. Very tired at night. [Marched

thirty miles.

May 6lh. Started about six o'clock. < 'rossed

the Appommatox river. Marched on to within

nine miles of Richmond. Very warm. Marched

twenty-four miles.

3Iai/ Itli. Started at daylight for Richmond.

Marched to James river and halted on the bank,

opposite Belle Isle, in full view of the city. Saw
where the Union prisoners were kept, and also the

dead line, a ditch where, if a prisoner stepped

beyond, he was shot. Many a p<)or fellow stepped

over the lino purposely, choosing rother to be shot

than to be starved to death. We remained at that

place till about 2 o'clock, when we received orders

to march live miles and go into camp. We marched

out on the Danville railroad and camped in the

woods. We remained in camp, resting and clean-

ing up arms cl'c, until the 11th of May.



CHAPTER XVIII.

On the March—Passing t-iroui^h Richmond—Thunder Storm

at l^ight—Disagreeable Night—Marching to Washington

—

Arrival at Washington City.

When we started again, as we passed through

Manchester, we had a reception by the troops of

the 24th corps. We crossed the James river on

pontoons, passing by Castle Thunder and Libby

Prison, and marched through several streets-.

Here the negeoes seemed to be our only friends.

They had water at every corner along the streets^

and waited on the boys, supplying them with

water, and many a *' God bless you, massa,'' was

uttered by them. We marched out toward Alex-

andria. Crossed the Chickahominy river, anil

toward night, though a thunder storm was risings

still we marched on, the clouds threatening to

overtake us, until at last just at dusk we filed out

to the right, and were ordered to halt and stack

arms. We had no sooner obeyed the order when

it became very dark, and the rain came down m
torrents. There we were in the darkness, without

tent or shelter, having marched nearly all day^

tired and hungry. We procured our gum blankets
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and sat down on our knapsacks. As soon as the

rain ceased coming down so hard, I procured a

hatchet, and, groping my pay along in the dark-

ness, seeing a little when there was a ilash of

lightning, found some brushes, cut some poles,

and went back and tried to erect a tent, but in the

darkness it was slow work. We managed, how-

ever, to get our tent up, and had spread our

blankets on the wet ground and just lain down,

when there came a gust of wind, upsetting our

tent and exposing us and our blankets to the

storm and rain : for it had not ceased raining.

We arose and adjusted our tent as best we could,

and, going to the stack of arme, procured guns

and with the bayonets, stacked our tent down.

The next morning we moved a short distance

and halted beside the road, our blankets wet and

heavy, ^yhcn we halted the sun came out warm

and pleasant, and v»-e soon had our blankets

huns: out to drv. We did not start a sain until

about 4 o'clock, by which time our blankets were

dry, as well as the roads, and everything appeared

more pleasant and comfortable. Marched some

nine miles, passing Hanover Court house. Went

as far as Pamunky river. The river was high and

we had to wait until bridges were made and the

troops ahead had crossed over. We had to halt
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several times before we reached the river. Night

coming on. we spread our blankets and laid dovrn

three times that night. We finally crossed the

river and camped at -i o'clock next morning.

Maij \Wi. Started again on the march, cross-

ing the river and taking a westerly course, toward

the Blue Ridge Mountains. Marched about twenty

miles.

Ma]] Wt'n. Again on the march. Went about

twenty miles.

J/«?/ \hili. Started a:]^ain. In si^ht of moun-

tains. Marched about twenty miles.

Man l*J/7/. Started again. Turned northward,

crossing the Kapidad at Raccoon ford. Passed

the battle-ground of Cedar Bluff.

Ma]) 11 til. Crosed the Rappahannock river at

Kelly's ford. <'amped at Cedar creek and drew

rations.

May ISlJi. Started again at 5 o'clock. A'ery

warm. Marched over part of Bull Run battle-

ground. Saw the fortifications, and the ground

strewn with old knapsacks, haversacks and other

relics of a battle-field. Halted at Bull Run.

Crossed it and got dinner. Went into the creek

swimming. Marched about three miles farther,

making eighteen miles on that day. Rained at

night.

Mai/ VMJi. Started at 5 o'clock. Passed
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Fairfax CouFt-house. Arrived in sight of Alex-

andria and Washington City, and camped about

five miles from the Capital.



CHAPTER XIX.

In Camp near AVashiugton City—Grand Review at Washington

City—Camp on the Baltimore road—Departure from Wash-

ington—Arrival at Louisville—Breaking Camp—Embarking

for Cincinnati and Camp Dennisou—Discharged— Arrival at

Xcnia, and Home—Recapitulation.

May '20ih. In camp. Raining. Several of

the bovs came to the regiment to-day, among
whom were George Kempher, L. Wright, S.

Mullen, Clinton Randolph, C. Holsman, B. Crossy,

John Norwood and S. Kildov,', of Company C.

While encamped at this place the grand review

came off—the review of the Army of the Potomac

on the 22d, and the next day the review of the

Army of the West, General Sherman's. It was

a grand affair. Never before was there any thing

like it, and, I presume, never will be again.

Among the many mottoes and devices were such

as these : Liberty and Freedom, Patriots, Wel-

come Home, Western Heroes, Shiloh, Yicksburg,

Atlanta, Stone River, Savannah, Raleigh, Mission

Ridge, Lookout Mountain, &c. We marched up

Maryland Avenue, around the Capitol, down
Pennsylvania avenue to the treasury building and

president's house, where we were reviewed by
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Generals U. S. Grant, Sherman, Mead, President

Johnson, Secretary Stanton and others. We then

marched out by the Aqueduct bridge and l^ack to

camp.

On the :2»jth we broke up camp and moved

across the river on the long bridge, marched

through the city and went into camp about a mile

west of the city, near the Baltimore pike. While

marching through the city part of the regiment

represented Sherman's bummers and foragers,

some on mules, with tin pans, kettles, corn fodder,

chickens, bacon, tobacco, &c., &c., just as they

used to be seen going through Georgia and the

Carolinas. The day was rainy and disagreeable,

but wc had become accustomed to that. We re-

mained in camp until the 9th of June, nothing of

importance transpiring during the time. We did

some guard duty. The rest of the time was spent

in resting in camp or visiting the city and the

most public places, such as the Capitol buildings

and grounds, the patent office, Smithsonian insti-

tute, &c.

On the 9th we took the cars for Parkersburg,

West Virginia, by way of Harper's Ferry. We
arrived at Parkersburg on the Uth without acci-

dent, notwithstanding the greater part of the

regiment rode on top of the cars, day and night,
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through se^'eral tunnels. While at Cumberland

city the regiment was famished with coffee.

On the 12th we embarked on board the steamer

Eienora. and arrived at Louisville on the 14th,

camping about four miles from the city.

On the Fourth of July General Sherman made

us a farewell speech. We form.ed line in the

morning and marched out into a field about a mile

from camp. The field was grown up in weeds

about as high as a man's head. It was an ex-

ceedingly hot day and vre remained in line about

two hours, waiting for the General, but he did no

come. We returned to camp and in the afternoon

the General made his speech on horseback in the

camp, we being drawn up in line to receive him*

On the 11th we broke up camp and marched to

Louisville and went on board the steamer General

Buell. We arrived at Cincinnati on the 12th, and

took the cars for Camp Dennison.

On the 14th the regiment took the cars for

Xenia, at which place it had a reception. Here
we remained until the 17th, when we again went
to Camp Dennison, and on the 18th of July, 1865,

we were paid off, received our discharge papers

and became citizens once more, having served the

country nearly four years. The same day we
took the cars for Xenia, and the Seventy-fourth

was no more.
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IIECAPITULATION.

The aggregate loss of the Seventy-fourth m the

Atlanta campaign, ending with the battle of Jones-

boro, was 18 killed and 88 wounded. At that

time several officers resigned and were mustered

out, viz : Colonel Given, Captains McMillan,

Armstrong and Baldwin, and Lieutenants Adams
-and Baldwin. The Seventy-fourth was the last

to leave Kingston, Georgia, in the new campaign

through that State, severing the link that con-

nected it with the North on the 12th of November,

1864. We nrrived at Savannah December 21st

and left that place for the South Carolina cam-

paign January 25, 3 865. Owir.g to the bad con-

dition of the roads, wliich had to be corduroyed

before they could be passed, the corps made solw

progress. The Seventy-fourth was, about thi3 time,

detailed as train guard, a post of danger and re-

sponsibility, as the enemy were watching eagerly

for a chance to capture the supply train. The

Seventy-fourth was with the supply train through

the Carolinas, and on May 7th arrived at Bich-

mond, having averaged thirty-two miles a day,

being the third regiment to arrive at the river,

^vhere we stacked arms with but one man missing

from the ranks. On the arrival of all the troops

on the 11th of May. the march to Washington be-

<]ran. The muster-out rolls of the Seventv-fourth
C3 V
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were made out Leariug date July 10, 1^155, and

signed bj the mustering officer of the 1st Division;

and on the 11th of July the regiment, having re-

ceived the farewell addresses and thanks of their

corps. Division, and brigade commanders, started

for Camp Dennison. Ohio. The reception at

Xenia on the 1f)th of July v.ill not soon be for-

gotten. An immense crovrd -was gathered in the

city. Congratulatory addresses were delivered,

and tables, loaded with all the choicest delicacies,

were spread by the fair daughters of Xenia. J)0-

quets and wreathes of flowers were showered

through the ranks, and everything done that could

in any way express the unbounded joy and grati-

tude of fathers, mothers, wives, sisters and friemls.

On the 17th of July the regiment returned to

Camp I^ennison. and on the 18th received pay and

final discharge papers.

After starting on the Atlanta campaign the

regiment was under an almost continuous Are of

rebel musketry and artillery for over one hundred

days. At Buzzard's Roost we were especially en-

gaged in the attempt to storm that stronghold,

at which place, on the (:>th of May. we lost sixteen

men killed and wounded, and at Resaca, May 15th,

nine men were killed and wounded. In the en-

gagement of the "27th of May the conduct of the

Seventy-fourth and other regiments of the 3d

11
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brigade elicited the highest encomiums from the

Division commander.



CHAPTER XX

Anecdotes—Colonel Moody—On Picket—Fora^inz— A.uccdote

of the Pioneci* Corps—Captvirlng a Xegro Cook—Svrearing-

him in—The Liieky Reb — The Man whose Wife wouM be-

Unfflpy—Roster.

COLONEL MOODY.

The following anecdote of the Seventy-fourtli

and Colonel Moody has been in print before, bufe

I will give it to my readers :

Colonel Granville Moody, commanding the

Seventy-fourth Ohio volunteers, is a famous Meth-

odist preacher. He relinquished the altar for the

sword. Malicious people insinuated that the gos-

pel had lost the services of a good advocate, and

that the army was not promoted by its accession

from the pulpit. But the Colonel proved that he

was a tremendous fighter as well as a good preach-

er. He is fifty or more, perhaps, but well pre-

served, with magnificent front and six feet two or

three inches of stature. He has a fine, genial

face, fiery dark eyes, and vocal range that would

have excited the envy of roaring Ralph Stackpole.

He carried into battle a spirit of enthusiasm which

inflamed his boys to the highest pitch of daring,

and won for him the admiration of thousands.
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Lieutenant Colonel A'onshrader, inspector gen-

eral on the staff of General Thomas, than a

braver or better soldier never resisted the storm

of battle, had not been on fiiendlv terms witli

Moody for sonic months, but, admiring his splendid

gallantry, he approached him in the heat of des-

perate conflict, extended his hand, expressed his

earnest approbation of the Colonel's heroism, and

begged that peace ever after might exist between

them. A little later Moody's " boys," as he pa-

.ternally called them, were obliged to withstand a

't^rriffic fire, without enjoying an opportunity to

rettiim it. Moody galloped to General '^(^^.(t^j and

protested, "This lire, General, is perfectly mur-

derous : it AvfU kill all my boys."' But there was

no help for it. His martial flock, imposing upon

ih-is ^benevolent nature, sometimes indulged a little

sly irumor at his expense. In the midst of a battle

an Irishman in the regiment shouted, '-'- His river-

ence, the Colonel, has been fightin' Satan all his

life : I reckon he thinks hell's broke loose now."

ZS'ot long after the battle, General Negley mer-

Tily accused him of having used heterodox exple-

tives in the ardor of engagement. ^'' Is it a fact,

Colonel,'" inquired the General, '• that you told

the boys to give "em hell '\
"

'• Xow/' replied tiie Colonel, reproachfuIK^



''there's some more of tiie b .^ys" mischief. I

tokl the boys to irive the rebels Hail Cobimbia.

and they wickedly })erverted my lan^^uage."

This Ava^ true. The Colonel said, " Non-, boys,

say your prayers and give them Hail,"—-he had

just got t'he word linil out, when the rebels let

loose a volley ac ns and ilrowned the Columbia.

But tliere vras no doubt thut one of liis injunc-

tions to his regiment soun;led mai-vel'ously li'ke

a fervent ej;iculntion s''-'elling up Fimui t!ie (bpths

of the '• amen chorus'' in nn old-fi:?hioned M';th-

odist church.. This fact must be im i^ine I i\\\.i th',-

anecdote may l,)f» appreciated. The C^b^neT^

mind was saturatC'l witii riioty aud pugnaci ty. {T-.'

praised G-od and pitched into liie rebels altern.tte-

ly. He had been struck by bullets four times

airead}^ He had given the rebels Hail Columbia

once, and they reeled back to cover. Now they

arc swarming back to renevr the contest Moob/'s

regiment were lying on their bodie-, waiting f)r

tiiem to come up. He ha'l a moment to spare,

and he thouf^ht he would exhort them. The

rebels were advancing sharply, and probab I3' cut

him sliort ; but as they appro;iched he said , quiet-

ly, " Now, boys, fight for your country and your

God." And, said one of his boys, ''we all thought

he was going to say ' Amen ;' but at tha- instant

tl'.e rebels let flv. and ':he ol.l horn roared, -.vith
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the voice of a Stentor, ' Aim low !

'

" Weeks

after, when the Colonel passed through the camp,

the mischievous boys vroiild shout behind him,

*• Fight for your' country and your God—Aim

low !

"

INCIDENTS.

Mr. James A. Lynch, of Company C, rehited to

me the following incidents :

"When the Seventy-fourth was on picket near

Nashville in 1862, while ai my post, a proud John-

nie drove up in a buggy. I halted him and de-

manded his pass. He remarked that he lived in

sight and that he had shown it a few days ago,

and was about to drive on, when I drew !ay gun

up close to his bread-basket. He then succumbed

to a Yankee mudsill, and ever after that, when I

saw him coming. I would exchange posts with the

boys, so as to demand his pass. I understood he

had been cashier of a bank at Nasiiville.

^- When near Franklin,'' continues Mr. Lynch,

*^ I went into a sweet potato patch and got a good

supply of potatoes, when the old lady came out

and bc£:£:ed me to crivc them up. The sack was

on my shoulder, and I told her not to be troubled ;

that I would see the Colonel and have him issue

an order to the eifect that the boys should not mo-

lest her sweet potato patcli. I returned to camp,

^mticd my sack and poured out my sweet potatoes.
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When young Clark asked me where I got them I

directed him to the place, and told him that the

old ladv was clever and invited the Seventy-fourth

boys to come andget potatoes. Clark took the sack

and was gone a short time, but returned with only

a few potatoes, and evidently disappointed. The

old lady told him a man had promised her that he

would see the Colonel and have him prohibit the

boys getting any more potatoes. At the same

place/' says Lynch, '' a Mr. Irvine took a notion

to forage a little, but, as General Buell had issued

an order prohibiting foraging, we thought we

would forage on our own hook. Accordingly we

started and went a long way from camp, taking

only our revolvers with us. Pretty soon we came

across a nice lot of hogs, near the river. They

were very wild, but we fired at one, slightly

wounding it. It took the water, and Irvine on

one side and I on the other began pelting it with

rocks, &c., when it soon submitted to have its

hide taken off. We saw at a distance some meru

whom we supposed to be rebels, so we started

back to camp on the doublequick."

Mr. Lynch was detailed into the pioneer corps.

He says :
" At one time when near Kenesaw

Mountain the rebels shelled us. My comrade and

I laid a rail down on a rock to build a fire and

get dinner, but, as we stood on one side, a cannon
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ball struck the rail an^l knocked it into splinters.

We then gathered up the pieces, made our coffee,

and laughed at the Johnnies for making us fire-

wood.
'• In the same corps,"' says Mr. Lynch. •• our

S(.|uad captured a negro man to cook for them.

He was dissatisfied and wanted to leave. The

boys wanted to have some (an, so they farmed a

ring around the darky, and called to me to come

and swear him in. I ordered him to take off his

hat. He stood up like a mm, and I swore him in

as follows :
' You do positively swear in the pres-

ence of these Yankees, the searchers of all meat-

houses, that you will faithfully perform your duty,

as you shall ans\ver to Abraham Lincoln ? ' He
replied, ^ Yes, sah.' He shortly afcer lefo in the

night.

**As I was returning to my regiment (the

Seveniy-fourth)," Mr. Lynch says again, •• I was

placed on guard duty to guard a train loaded with

araiifunition going to Chattanooga from Stevenson,

Alabama. <>ur force consisted of one hundred

and fourteen men. Twelve liundred rebels at-

tacked us at the foot of a mountain. Samuel

Smith, of Company H, and I pledged ourselves

to stand by each other, and to take care of the

other should either be wounded. We had a hard

fi^lit and the enemy whipped us. They broke
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SmiSlis arm, but I stood by him ari'l we waded

the river and made our escape. I took him back

to the hospital at Stevenson, and there left him."

THE LUCKY REIJ.

While cut off from rations at Nashville it was our

rule to go out into the country to forage, and

invariably Ave had with us the advance guard, or

cavalry. They generaly got the best forage, and

if any sport was on hand they fared the best.

One day I borrowed the "[uartermaster's horse,

and, armed with a good carbine, concluded to ac-

company the cavalry souad, which numbered about

twenty or thirty men. I fell in with a young man
who belonged to the 2<1 Kentucky cavalry. We
took our course down the river. About sixteen

miles from the city we discovered a suad of rebs,

and accordingly " went for them.'" *• Kaintuck
'^

and I singled out a reb mounted on a line sorrel-

raare and began a vigorous race, both of us firing,

but to no effect. Finally, by taking short cuts,

we came up to him, while nearing a brook. He
suddenly dismounted and jumped into the water,

and sat down so that his head was above the water.

As we rode up he begged us not to shoot, and we
ordered him out. lie came out and surrendered

his horse and shotgun, and said he had just en-

listed in his company only the day before. •• Kain-

tuck '' remarked, '' You are a darned sieht luckier
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than I was — to enlist one day in the service and

get out the next."

THE MAX WHOSE WIFE WOULD BE UNEASY.

During the time the Seventy-fourth regiment

was at Nashville, and when the Louisville and

Nashville railroad was cut, we not unfrequentiy

were called out in line of hattle to meet Morgan,

or Forrest, or some other band of guerrillas. One

evening while lying in line on College Hill await-

in^ what we then thought an attack, a man on a

small white pony was seen outside the lines riding

very leisurely around, as though in search of

something. Colonel Moody sent out for him, and.

on being interrogated as to his business, he said

he was looking for his hogs. The Colonel told

him he must stay with us that night, at which he

became very restive and said he lived only a few

miles away, had a nice home, and his wife ivould

be uneasy, if he did not return that night. The

Colonel said to him, ''There are lots of fellows

here who have nice homes and the flowers bloom

j ust as fresh in their yards as in yours, and their

wives will be uneasy too because they are not

there ; so tic up and try soldering one night.

Here is a blanket to lie on/' He refused to tie

up but sat down on the ground, holding his pony's

bridle-rein in his hand, until morning, I don't

think he moved from his first position during the
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night. In the morning the Colonel told him he

could go home. I judge he had a poor opinio*i of

soldier-life.
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^^OMPANY A.

v:.ii.Uiip. KiMjcrl irnuter. first Lie;
'

<iciiialv F. 8t. John. Lisbon i.uo.i-.

«-:co. H. CuUumlMcr. Isaac N. Pickering.
:,>.;;« -vlLSuddutiu

rORI'ORALS,

cjliarics iliiir.le:'. Levi Bcc'oe.

'f ease Curry. ifezekiah t'. r.vans.

William L. Fojii. Isaac N. Quiuri.

-Tames liiil/.kv. Lero}' demons
! P..\NsFi:RKED.

Coi-iioral "WaltCi- S. Scluill. -lames Cummiiis.

John IvOsC. Weslej' Thorn a:v.

i; iohartl Brady. Artemiis Henderson.

SVilliam Scsler. Jlenry Hopping.

Horace Ballard. George Barringer.

Alfred Dean. David Wilson.

3Iichael 3lcMaiiaii. Samuel C'alhoui;.

Samuel H. Brouse. Henry Turner.

Isaac Blocher. Robert Waltluil.

Alexander Waltiial. John 3L Hauguey.
Edward Jordan. Henry H. Toda.
-James A. Smitli Thilander ]\Iah:ii.

Berijamin F. Shickley.

DEATHS.

First Lieut, Cliiiton \\. Strong. Charles SL '.Viisoii.

-Corporal Joseph 11. Carper. W. H. Griflit:;.

(.'orporal Isaac J. Smith. James Shirk.

^Corporal George Hutson. Joseph H. Crow,
•lacob Bushart. David T. Ford.
Wiatt H. Jones. Lemuel H. Sires,

riiilip JIarness. Ilobort M. Atkiusou.
I'almcr ISIartin. Henry Haynos

J. C. Chalmers.

I>l.-cnAUGE5).

Sargeant Felix i'. Inias;. Gustave Humler.
tJoi'porai Thomas Moon.. David A. Joiinson,

John W. James. Michael Sheeiy.

John. :M. Sypher.-.. J.icob Sltirk
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Joseph M. Baker
Charles X. ymitii

Peter Shickley.
Silas B. Shanei

ph iJ

:les >

Albert Wickersham.
William J. Loy.
George Shaner.
Captain Thomas C. Be!I

William 3[cGinnisf
John M. McMillan.

Barney Walters.
David t'ortl.

Daniel J. Browaer.
Philip A. Inian.
George W. Harness.
William Dedrick.

DISCHAKGED BY

Eli Dean.
Thomas Donaldson.
John Dodson,
George W. Boop

.

Harvev A. Miller.
Robert X. 31iller.
Samuel Schooler.
William H. Ford.
Jacob Neal.
Jerry B. Shickley.

Frank M. Bayless.
William Brown.

Samuel T. Baker.
Thomas D. Bone.
Adam Bain.
Charles Carrol.
John M. Cramble^
Wilii.im Dawson.

J. C. Rec'der.
iSaiklv T. Bailv.
John L. Woods.
K. L. Uiie.
William Havey.
Joseph Hyde.
Bernard Mc Daniel.
First Lieut. Thomas U. A;lam3,
Cornelius Perkins.
>Iacy Beason.
.Joseph Ortman.
Daniel l). Buckles.
James A. Powers.
.Joseph C. Wilkerson.
George BowermasteJ-.
Samuel Barnes.

EXPIRATION OF SERVICE.

AVilliam H. Hopping.
Martin V. Lucas.
James 5lcBride.
Henry H. Long.
Lawrence Sanders.
Sanniel H. Zartiuan.
Jehu More.
JohnL. Glotfelter.
David B. Tiflanv.
William K. Baker.

VETERANS.
Francis Bryan.
Nathaniel Itiic.

Silvester Wilson.

THREE YEAR RECRUITS.

Jenkins Evans.
Philip M. Fudge.
William 1'. Fulton.
Garret Fowler.
Knos Fisl'.ei-.

Laban Gla^^.
Anderson J. Gulhire.

TRANSFERRED.

First Sargcant Jos. H. Ballard.
Sargeanc Paper A. Sharp.

Thomas C. Hook.
•James W. Zartmau.

" Asa \'^ahin

,

.John A. Qninn.
James R. Hav^lett.

Davi.l A. (Guthrie.
William L*. Green.

Benjamin F. (J ilberl
George Johnston.
.James IJ. Miiner.
3Iutthe\v Osborn.
John U'. Smith.
William Shirk.
Gaorare Stewart.
Elijah C.Ward
Valentine Wo!:'.

J^ennison Ballard.
W illiain Downing.

Theodore Well^.

ONE YEAR RECRUITo.

Francis Johnson.
Wilson St. John.

12
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COMPANY C.

<Jr4)tain ,Jo!:ii C». Ilutcliison. First Lieat. Wm. C. (_i

rohn \V. ire<1t?C!:.

.'jicoij,'0, Komphcr.
Franklin Aliigiuuis.
jienianiin Crossey.
»Vi;iiaKi L. Wright.

J^FusicIan-

Eilwanl !1, Wright,
Williaui Uaker.

.lonatlian Wood.
COltrORALS.

<:liarles Hol^miui.
IraS- Owens.
James W. Jolinston.
Merritt 1{, Owens.

-William Keinljortv.

nUVATE^'.
.lohn J. Allison,
James Archibald,
'roorge T. Copelaml.
<Teorge Vv'. Dufllehi.
•lames i I and! on.
lliram Ilooten.
Matthew If. Hutch i>05i

Alexander .Jonc^.
Samuel Jones.
Michael .Tones.
Samuel Ivildow.
James Luoas.

,(ames Ivyncli.
.)ohn Lonsr.
Simeon M. Mullen,
volnmbas McDonald
Tames Tenrod.
Thomas Price.
Joel Perkins.
<,:lir.ton liamlolph
John A. SeldOmri
lienjamin Smith.
John I^. Thorn,
Daniel leer.

Henry Wetlers.

tran'spekrp:d.

Igc.

First Sar.ir't Edward S. Baruett. Ebenezer Tiu-iier.
'.orporal Robert Gossard
J-aac N. Lauahhead.
^•v illiam McDonald.
John A. P.rown.
Tlionias Barney.
David Perkins.
Ewell V. Drake.
James llodgers.
Henry Simpson.

< Calvin Curl.
Mills Conwell.
Joseph Clemens.
William Evan^^.
^VJliara (iaijo.

John W. Devoe.
Jeremiah Williams.
.John <Jo;-en.

Edward Clark.
Vseph Hollingsworth.

OlSCnAROED.
W illiam A nilerson .

William L. IJeason.
James .M . Howard.
James W. Dehaveu.
Edward W. Johnson,
John G. PiT'Cwer.
Patrick W. McLaughlin,
Joseph J. Baldwin.
Elijah C. Humphrey.
Absolom Brandon.
James A. Brown.
Mercer Beason.
l.i avles M. Wolf.

Captain Samuel T. Owens.
William F. Avmstroag.

Second Lieut. Robert Stevenson

,

John I. Barrows,
William Baldwin

Coiporal Edward R. Bennett.
Abraham Cosier,

.iaines .Allison.
Chancy White.
James G. Stevenson.
Charles Owens.
Hen rev Forbes.
George W. Scldomridge.

Barton Chanty.
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DrSCIIAK'.EO i;V BKASON"

i.i.i,'t;int .loftn M. Smalley.
< orporal John II. Mcl'hersor,.

Samuel W. Collins.
^jluitn A. Stow.
Joseph il. Cleiuop.?.
Jolm T. lletil.

ii-iios 15. M:ii->h:i!!.

( O! j>oral J;iTi5es II. Mnon>.
.lohn Alt^xantler.
vloseph Hedges.
*ieor<re S'henebly
John If. Forbes-

'

Ti.oin:>s Harp.

!K KX!'IR\T1<-.N OF SKRVICK.

Jrimt-s Sliojiielii.

K!i:i< Vii-kCis.
) i-f i;:ht'iii Krwiii.
rhilii» Trary.
.Mlrcd Kr\vi!i.
'^uuuol T. Miller.
WillKun >tfjwar:.
Tlionl:l^ IJethurd.

KEATITS.

NViHiiun rnr!dor!>iir?.
.Vlhevi ilarold.
In'ir. A. s\reeny.
David seldomrJdjre.
Hsrvi^v White.
Melville Davi-.
.f:r.ne> If. ^eldomriil-^e.

Addi>on Talliort.

COMPANY B.
.tain <t.e:dieu A. Ka

Secoii"

AVniiam L Taylor.
Pervv A. Weaver.

( navies King,
•nin S. \Valt>.

i'j^uiel U.«"i«t.
. ..WsC^ v.. IHtn

Mu!

AV ; ;; i;.)!i AndeVsOu.
Kol)ert Avuctt.
Kuoc.h V. Arnctt.
.loshiui K. Arnett.
Charles F. Bull.
Alfred O. K. Bennett.
William J^. lioue.
.James A. Boue.
JMoses Bone.
William K.Baker.
'J'homas Bnsli.
.'r-mes A. Ble&sing.
.tohn 11, Bolaii.
Martin B»oom.
.TfiDrie«; L. Bott«lord,
Lemuel Cline.
]-)avid B. C'liiie.

.;ohn M. <:iark.
^Viliiam Campbeii.
^\ ooly Combs.
Abraiium Cari.

>rord. Virvt i/ient. Fi-ank I. Tod! or-
I Lieut. Bicharu H. Kiiiir.

.SAR<I KANT'S.

•lame*. IMcCann.
; bomas (iifT.

John .Scotr.'

fORFORALS.
Coleman ITeaton.
I>aviil M. fleeve.-!.

William (iano.
Edwin Sweet.

ician—.Jasper Anthony.
PRIVATES.

Kphraini Dickei^son.
Jutrick Uavis.
James Elam.
"Stephen Fanlkner.
Tboma« Faulkner.
William Fisher.
Thomas Grindle.
John Glassinger.
William (iano.
Thomas Giffe.
William Gordon.
L»anielH. Gist.
<Seorge M. Hoflman.
« oleman Heaton.
Euclid Harri?.
Ell Houston.
James E. Hi IT.

John Gowdy.
Addison Jones.
John Kilnatrick.
Bichsrd H.Kin-.
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Charles Cummer.
Austin Lyman.
Horace J>. Larkin.
<;harlcs Lncas.
James McCann.
Samuel Mulford.
Masur JNIartiu.

Wilson McFarland.
Patrick McNary.
3Iicliael Oswold.
Ira S. Owens.
3Iichael Powers.
William A. Powers.
Alexander Pepper.
William ir. Pratt.

: Franklin Pratt.
Marion ilvan.
David M. Reeves.
William S. Itceves.
William Ricliardsoi.
.Tohn Shane,
John Scott.
William Iloljcrts.

Samuel Kyle.
Jo-sc Sev'jr>.
Kdwin Sweet.
John Starr.
William A.Smith
Lewis Starr.
•John A. Sciss.
David Sti])e.

James M. Smith.
Vinton C. Smith.
William L. Taylor.
Arthur Truman.
Charles irirv.
John S. Watts.
Perry A. Weaver.
John F. Walton.
Jacob Wihlermott.
James Whalcn.
Joseph Williams.
William Zeilers.
Ch.arles Shambaiiyh.
JohnKlliott.
Jeremiah lagertv.

Samuel i.'PdlaTid.

William ^. Watt.

William 11. Belt.

Absalom Anicj.
Samuel G. Stewart.
Andrew C. Cottrill.

COMPANY D.

Captain William Mills.

SARGEANTS.
Thomas Hunter.
Joseph IL Pjgs'^'''-

Kobert S. Jacoby.

CORrORALS.
George W. Kiiij;.

Samuel D.Focht.
Jacob Steen.
John Galhii^hcr.

-Ascph Hollingsworth.

VETERANS.
AVilliam Kiernau.
Josiah M. Lamnu*.
Joseph S Loy.
Gcorf,c 31. Moore.

RECRUITS.

Pazel Y. Iaicus.
James Maxwell.
George Ni?onger.
David Patterson.
.John G. Smart.

TRANSFERRED.

Sargeant William Collins. First Lieu't Robert Hunter.
'* James A. Worden. " " Wm. T. Drummoad

Samuel Galloway. Joseph llamill.

f^argcant William C. Galloway. William Connelly.

ArthAir Chase. William McAlTee.

Musician-

William H. II. Bridgcman.
Daniel Gallagher.
Thomas Grimes.
James Hamilton.

.Tohn Ames.
Hezekiah V. IJrown.
William A. Dodd.
.lacob C. Filbert.
John Gentleman.
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Jamos W. Roynolils-
Charles Kenion,
Samuel Stewart.

James
DISC

Captain Austin McDowell
First Lieu'tJoliu X. McClung.
Sargeant .John C. Hale.

rhilip Meredith.
Corporal (xeerge liol)in?on.

.Fames A. Gowdy.
<xeor<?e Thompson.
Benjamin Horner.
Samuel Dodd.

John ]\IcCrossen.

Joseph

John A. Eower.
Mark Drumniond.
Thomas Seavon.
Andrew .J. Gregory,
llobert E. Games.
Jacob Greeser.
Wilson Pennyweight.
Samuel C. Hook.
Klijah Teach.
Richard S. Gallowav.
John Q. Collin>.
John Andrew.
Patrick Costello.

DlSClIAR(iKn uv
Rohcrt Duckson.
llobert yi. Deen.
Robert M. Smart.
David EAvevy.

(JilbertNesbitt.
.Tohn B. Gowdv.
Jacob H. Eichelbergcr.

S. Thropp.
HARGED.
John Jelly.
Daniel Bran nam.
Cliarlcs A. Haynes.
William F. :MGFadden.
Perry Horner.
Cornelius Beason.
William Antlrew.
Willian- G. Winter,
James ^JCaxweU.
Albert T. Marshall.

W. Stewart.

Harrison A. Galloway.
Joseph llippetoe.
John AV. Sinnard.
Burgess :\[organ.
JTenrv Ashton.
William C. llippetoe.
Henrv Frock.
Auilrew J. Lennox.
Henry Hemlerson.
Amos W. Prugh.
Joseph H. J51ack.
AVilliam H.Collins.
EliihaM.lls.

KK-\SON OF KXPIKATION OF SEKVI

John W. Fairchild.
Michael lUiirs.

Orange H. Marshall.
Samuel S. Wingeti.

PKATH?.
Sargcant John II. McChui!
Bov.en ilale.
Emory Holt.
John Coppie.
John McCune.
><ile Drummond.

John S. Caddemv.
Peter Burkhamer.
S. P. Worden.

Corporal Cyras N. McClure.
(iforgeTownsley.
Philij) Jlinchart.
Francis Humpliry.
Thomas W. Thompson,
Thomas Paxton.

DESERTED.

Isaac ("rites,

(^eorge W . Streets.
William William-;.



TWELFTH REixIMENT 0. Y. I

Lnder the call for sovcnty-live thousami tlrU'cc

months' troops, the Twelfth Ohio Infantry was

organized at Camp Jacksoii, Ohio, en the 3d of

May, 1861. It moved to Camp Deniiison May
6th, there re-enlsted, and was rc-orgaiiized and

mustered into the service for three years on the

28th of June, 1801. The Twelfth left Camp
Dennison for the Knnawha A'alley July •Uh,, ai rived

at Point Pleasant on the TUh, ar.d on the 14-th

reached I'ocotaligo river.

On the 17th oF .luly the regimem fouglit the

battle of Scary Creek, the enemy beinii- stro!i2;Iy

fortified beyond a ravine. The regiment fought

three hours, and, after exhausting its ammunition,

fell back in good order to its camp rst the moutli

of the Pocataligo, with a loss of live killed, thirty

^younded and four missini^. The re;2;in;ent entered

Charleston, West A irginia, on the *J5th, and

reached Gauley Bridge on the 20th, where it cap-

tured a large quantity of arms and aiciraunition.

Eight companies marctied down the Kanawha to

Camp Piatt August loth, and from there moved

to Clarksburg, West Virginia, and were there as-'

:signed to General Benhara'a brigade.
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Marching south through Weston, Sutton and

Summerfieltl, thej arrived at Carnifex Ferry, Sep-

tember 10th, and engaged in the battle of that

place, losing two killed and ten wounded. It was

here that the brave Colonel John W. Lowe fell.

Two days after this they were engaged in a slight

skirmish on the Gauley with gue,rrillas. then

marched to Camp Lookout, and from there, on

October 10th, moved to Hawk's Nest, on Kew
river.

In the meantime tiie two companies left at

Gauley Bridge surprised and routed two hundred

rebel cavalry under Jenkins on the SSth of

August. They were engaged in several skir-

mishes and reconnoissances. and finally joined the

other eight companies at Hawk's Nest on the 10th

of October.

On the l&t of xSovcmber the Twelfth marched

to the mouth of Loop creek and attempted to

flank Floyd, who was threatening Gauley. I:

soon after engaged in the pursuit of Floyd's

forces, and having followed him until near Raleigh

C. H., gave up the chase and returned to Loop

creek. The regiment was transferred to General

Cox's brigade, December 10th, and moved to

Charleston and went into winter quarters.

On the 3d of May, 1862, the regiment left

Charleston and joined Scammond's brigade at the
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mouth of East river. It skirmished at the nar-

rows of New river, fell back to Princeton, then

to Blue Stone river, then to the summit of Flat

Top Mountain and fortified. From the 20th of

May until the 14th of August the regiment

scouted the country in every direction, made

some heavy marches in the mountains and cap-

tured many bushwhackers. It was ordered to

the Army of the Potomac August 15th, an<l ar-

rived at Alexandria on the 24th.

The Twelfth regiment met the enemy at Bull

Run bridge August 2Gth, w^as severely engaged

for six hours against a greatly superior force, and

was compelled to fall back to Fairfax Station with

a loss of nine killed, sixty-eight wounded (six

motally) and twelve, missing. The regiment re-

turned to Alexandria, rejoined Cox's brigade, and

marched to Upton Hill, On the 7th of Septemi-

ber it advanced into Maryland, and, after a sharp

skirmish at Monocacy Bridge on the 12th, entered

Frederick City. On the 14th of September it on-

gaged in the battle of S outh Mountain, participa-

ting in three bayonet charges and capturing three

battle flags, a large number of small arms and

over two hundred prisoners, and sustaining a loss

of sixteen killed, ninety-one wounded and eight

missing.

On the 17th the regiment was eno^a^'ed at An-
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tletarn and lost six killed and twenty-nine wound-

ed. After the battle it marched for West Virginia

via Ilagerstown and Hancock, Maryland ; but on

arriving at Hancock it moved into Pennsylvania

to operate against Stewart's cavalry. Stewart

having retreated, the Tvfelfth returned to Han-

cock, and arrived at Clarksburg, West Virginia.

October 16th. The regiment marched from

Clarksburg October 2oth, in Crook's division,

through Weston, Sutton, and Summervillo, endea-

vorino; to frain the rear of the rebel forces in the

Kanawha valley, and arrived at Gauley Bridge

November 14th, the rebels having retreated be-

fore the division arrived.

On the 4th of December the regunen: marched

to Fayette C. H., West Virginia, a.nd went into

winter quarters. Here it was assigned to the 2d

brigade, 3d division and 8th army corps. The

brigade, under Colonel White, repulsed the ene-

my's attack on Fayette C. H. May 9th, 1803, the

regiment losing two killed, nine wounded and

eight missing. Ic pursued the retreating rebels

to Raleigh C. H. and then returned to Fayette C.

H. On July 13th the Twelfth marched against

the enemy at Piney Creek, but the rebels retreat-

ed and the regiment returned to Fayette 0. H.

The brigade was ordered to Ohio July 17th to

assist in capturing John Morgan, and after pro^
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needing up the Ohio river as far as Blerinerbas-

setts Island, and guarding fords for several days,

it returned to Fayette C. H. During the months

•of August and September the regiment was em-

ployed in constructing fortifications. On the 4th

of Kovember it murchcd against Lewisburg, but

the enemy lied and the regiment again returned

to Fayette C. IL On the 0th of December it

made another move en Lewisburg, as a diversion

for General Av^.riH. Bushwhackers were ver}^

troublesome on this march, and the regiment lost

two killed, two slightly and two mortally wounded,

•and two missing. The Twelfth went into winter

quarters at Fayette C. II.. and was engaged in

holding outposts and in watching .the eViemj.

On trie od of May, 18G4, the regiment left

Fayette 0. H., marched to (-loyd'.s Mountain, and

there engaged the enemy on the 9th. The fight

lasted over an hour, and the regiment lost eleven

.killed and sixty-eight wounded. In addition to

these, Surgeon Graham and nineteen men left on

the field in cliarge of the wcundcd fell into the

enemy's hands. The regiment pursued the flee-

inir rebels to Kew Ei.ver Bridge, where a heavy

artillery fight ensued, in which the enemy was

driven back. The regiment crcssed New river at

Pepper's Ferry and destroyed a number of bridges
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and a large amount of property belonging to the

A^irginia and Tennessee railroad.

The Twelfth regiment marched northward and

on the llHh reached Blue Sulphur Springs, where

it remained until the 31st, when it moved on

Staunton. Arriving at Staunton June 8th, it

joined the forces under Hunter, marched south-

ward, flanked Lexington, and on the 12th assisted

in destroying large quantities of ammunition and

in burning the Virginia Military Institute. On
the IGth it destroyed the railroad between Liberty

and Lynchburg and burned several large bridges.

The next day it marched on Lynchburg and met

the enemy at Quaker Clmrclj, three miler. from

the city. The Twelfth and Ninety-first Oiiio reg-

iments charged the enemy in fine style and drove

them br.ck in disorder. The Twelftli captured a

number of prisoners and lost eight killed and

eleven wounded. The next day the regiment was

engaged before the enemy's works, but withdrew

after dark, and on the 19th marched to Liberty.

It moved along the Virginia and Tennessee rail-

road to Salem, and from there proceeded northward,

via Catawba Valley, New Castle, Sweet Springs,

White Sulphur, Lewisburg, and Gauley, to Camp
Piatt, on the Kanawha, where it arrived June
29th. On this march both men and horses suf-

fered considerably from hunger and thirst.
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The Twelfth regiment was finally ordered to

Columbus, Ohio, July 2d, and mustered out of the

service at that city on the 11th of July, 1864.

During its term of service the regiment moved,

on foot, by rail and water, a distance of four

thousand and forty-nine miles, and sustained a

loss in killed and wounded and missing of four

hundred and fifty-five men.
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This regiment was orgaaized at Camp Piqua,

Miami county, Ohio, under the immediate super-

vision of Colonel J. W. Frizell. The officers were

appointed on the 22d of July, 1862, and so vigor-

ously was the recruiting prosecuted, that in just

one month one thousand and ten men were mus-

tered into the United States service.

On the 28th of August, without uniforms or

camp equipage, and never having been drilled

as a regiment, the Ninety-fourth was ordered to

Kentucky, that state being then invaded by rebel

forces under Kirby Smith. It proceeded, via

Cincinnati, and, upon arriving in that city, was

immediately ordered to Lexington. By great

perseverance the colonel succeeded in obtaining

three rounds of cartridges to the man ; and being

supplied with this very limited amount of ammu-

nition and sufficient clothing to supply immediate

wants, the regiment took the cars for Lexington

arriving at 9 p. m. on Saturday night, where they

heard, for the first time, an authentic account of

the battle of Richmond.

After considerable search the colonel succeeded

in finding the officer to whom he was to report,
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but in such a beastly state of intoxication as to

be unable to rise from his bed, and perfectly in-

competent to give intelligent instructions. AVith

the assistance of some citizens passable quavters

were obtained for the men. Hungry, tired, and

anxious for the morning, the regiment tried biv-

ouacking for the first time.

Sunday morning dawned bright and beautiful,

lisclosing the town full of straglers from the

Richmond battle-field, relating wild stories of de-

feat and disaster, and though but little confidence

was placed in their reports, still this, together

with the general gloom always attending such a

state of affairs as then existed, caused the order

for the regiment to proceed to Tate's Ford, on

the Kentucky river, fifteen miles east of Lexing-

ton, on the Richmond road, to be received with

fearful foreboding. However, the order was

obeyed without a murmur, and after a hard day's

march under a scorching sun over a dry and dusty

road, with water very scarce, the regiment arrived

near the field just at dark. This being the first

march the regiment had made, the men were

much exhausted and dropped to the ground as

soon as the order to halt was given.

While the colonel was endeavoring, as best he

could in the darkness, to select a position which

could be easily defended, a fire was opened upon.
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the rcgimenti by a rebel scouting party concealed

la the thickets skirting the road, and it was after-

ward ascertained tliat the whole of Kirby Smith's

army was encamped bat a couple of mile? nortla

of the J.'or<l. A veteran regiment could no: iiave

behaved better than did the Nincty-fourtii o\\ this

occasion. The niglit was very dark, the men

were lyinir down, and many had already fallen

asleep, but after the confusion incident to their

rude awakening, very little trouble was experiences^

in getting the regiment properly formed. The

rebel fire histed but a moment, vet two men were

killed and six wounded.

After posting his men to the best advantage^

Colonel Frizell remained with the advance picket

post (which, from the nature of the country, was

but a short distance from the regiment) all night,

"Major King, < 'aptain Drury and the adjutant oc-

cupying intermediate positions between the colonel

and the regiment. The night passed slowly am]

without further alarm, and as soon as daylight

appeared the hungry men began looking in sorae

wajrons that had arrived durino; the nio:ht for the

supplies, which the officer in command at Lexing-

ton had said he would send. The search revealed

^ one hundred and twenty-five rounds of ammuni-
tion to each man, and three sacks of green coife-e

to the rciriment.
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While endeavoring to make a breakfast from

these " supplies/' the rebel army was reported

advancing, and soon commenced shelling the regi-

ment from a battery they had placed in position

in the woods just across the river. Colonel Frizell

watched the maneuvers of the rebels for a few

moments, and then ordered his adjutant to form

the regiment and march back until past the road,

where it was supposed the rebels would attempt

to form and prevent a retreat. The movement

was effected in good order, but none too soon, as

the rear guard had just passed the road when the

rebels came trooping from it into the pike and be-

gan firing upon Captain Drury's command, which

had been selected as rear guard. Coknel Frizeii

remained in the rear until the advancing rebels

were checked, when he directed the regiment to a

certain point, and there to form for action. He
knew that his force was greatly outnumbered, but

Lis order was to contest every foot of ground back

to Lexington. Just as the movement was begun a

messenger arrived with an order from General G.

0. Smith, dated the night before, for the I^^inety-

fourth to return to Lexingtrn with all possible

dispatch.

The regiment was- now twelve miles from any^

support, with a Iresh and victorious enemy more

than ten times fcupciior in numbers close in the
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rear : and to successfully conduct a retreat of raw

troops under such circumstances required the

most thorough ability on the part of the com-

mander, and the most undoubted confidence on the

part of the men. The regiment toiled along the

hot and dusty road, Colonel Frizell and Captain

Drury fearlessly exposing themselves, together

with the other officers, to prevent straggling; but

their eftorts could not prevent quite a number of

the almost cxausted men from falling by the way-

side and becoming au easy prey to the closely

pursuing enemy. At four o'clock t!ie regiment

reached Lexington, greatly to the surprise of

every one who knew that it had gone out on the

expeditioii. The order sending it to the ford v/as

a blunder, and probably the only thing that pre-

vented its capture was the very boldness of the

movements made.

Our army that had letreated from Richmond

had already left Lexington, still in retreat toward

Louisville, and all stores that could not be easily

transferred had been destroyed. "With the excep-

tion of coft'ee and crackers on Sunday morning,

the men of the Ninety-fourth had had little to

eat since Saturday morning, were tired and foot-

vsore and in bad condition for furtlier marching.

In the absence of instructions to the contrary, it

was Colonel Frizell's iritcntion to remain in Lex-

13
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jngton, unless driven out, until the men had pro-

cured the much-needed food and rest : but the

order for continued retreat reached him and was

obeyed. At daylight the retreating army reached

Versailles and a halt for breakfast -svas ordered,

but just as the cofiee began to boil another order

to fall in immediately came from the officer in

command. The season was \Qrj dry and but little

^Yater could be obtained. The suifering in conse-

duence of this may be inferred from the fact that

the Ohio soldiers gave five dollars for a canteen

full of muddy water, a dollar a drink, and many

drank from standing pools the water that the

horses refused to touch. The roads were almost

ankle deep with dust, and the sun shone fiery

overhead. The day's march began at from 2 to o

o'clock in the morning and continued until late in

the night, and the only provisions issued (or to be

obtained) were a few hard crackers each night and

what green corn yet remained in the fields adja-

cent to the camping grounds. The troops were

all or nearly all newly enlisted, and being unused

to such a life, it is not to be wondered at that they

fell out of the ranks by the hundred and were so

easily captured by the force of rebels following.

Upon arriving at Louisville the Ninety-fourth

went into camp without tents in the woods, but the

men were so utterly exhausted that their only
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need was rest as best tlicj could get it. Having

been deprived almost entirely of sleep, water and

food fo*" seven days, marching night and day with

feet and limbs swollen almost to bursting, and

every sense dulled with suffering, many of the

the men were pitiable objects. In a short time^

however, all had regained comparative strength,

health and cheerfulness, and were ready to go

where duty called.

The first regular report that the adjutant could

make after arriving at Louisville showed a Joss of

two hundred and eighteen men. With the excep-

tion of the two men killed at Tate's Ford, all

eventually returned to the regiment, having been

parolled by the rebels almost as soon as captured.

y/ith the exception of some hard work in the

trenches and on fortifications, and a participation

in two or three '' grand reviews/' the regiment had

very easy times until the first of October, when-

the movement began which resulted in the battle

of Perryville, and the driving of Bragg's reb-el

army from Kentucky. Previous to the battle of

Perryville the Ninety-fourth had been assigned

to Rousseau's division of McCook's corps, and

took an active part in the engagement, being high-

ly complimented in general orders. The regiment

broke camp near Nashville on Christmas day,

18C2, and was in advance of the army marching
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on Murfreesboro, and during the battle of Stone

River was engaged every day— from Wednesday

until Saturday. The Ninety-fourth was- again in

advance on Tullahoma, participating in the fight

at Hoover's Gap in June, 1863, had a skirmish at

Dug Gap, and were engaged in the hard-fought

battle of Chickamauga. At Lookoat Mountain

and Mission Ridge the regiment again took a

prominent part, participating in the grand charge

upon the Ridge ; was with Sherman on the march

to A-tlanta, taking part in the battles at Buzzard's

Eoost, Resaca, Kingston, Pumpkinvine Creek,

Kennesaw Mountain, Chattahoochie River, Peach

Tree Creek, Atlanta, and Jonesboro. After pur-

-.smn^r Hood the Ninety-fourth participated in

Sherman's grand march to the sea, arriving at

Savannah before Christmas. On the 20th of Jan-

'uary, 1865, it was again on the march through

Korth and South Carolina, and after participating

in the battle at Bentonville, North Carolina, arriv-

•ed at Goldsboro on the 23d of March, 1865.

The Ninety-fourth was the first regiment of in-

fantry to enter Raleigh, North Carolina, and

«oon after the surrender of Johnston marched

to Washington, via Richmond and Alexandria,

participating in the grand review before the pres-

ident, General Grant and others, and was mus-

t ered out of the service at Washington on tlie Gth
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of June, 18G5, "with an aggregate of three hun-

dred and thirtj-eight men— all that were left of

them—left of one thousand and ten I
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This regiment was organized at Gamp Piqua,

Ohio, on the M of October, 1862. On the 19th

of October the regiment moved by railroad tc

Zanesville, thence by steamer to Marrietta, and

from thence by raih^oad to Parkersburg, Yirginia.

On the 3d of ITovember it marched to Clarksburg,

where it remained until the 25th, and then took

the cars for New Creek, where it arrived the next

day. Here it remained in camp, fortifying and

drilling and performing guard and picket duty,

until December 13th, whence it marched, via Bur-

lington and Petersburg, to Moorfield, Virginia.

Three hundred men from the 110th joined an ex

pedition to move in the direction of Winchester,

Virginia, while the remainder of the regiment

moved with another expedition in the direction o f

Romney. The main portion of the regiment ar-

rived at Winchester without serious interruptio n

on the 1st of January, 1863, and joined the de-

tachment which had arrived a week previous.

While at Winchester the regiment was assigned

to the 1st brigade, 2d division, 8th army corps,

and Companies A and D were detailed as provost

;guard. The regiment was employed in guard and
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picket dut}^, in drilling, fortifying, and making

raids and reconnoissances. At one time a de-

tachment went to Front Royal and captured a

lariie amount of stores. At another time a de-

tachment proceeded to Summit Point and other

places, dispersing bands of rebels and destroying

stores : and in the early part of May the regi-

ment marched to New Market and returned. On

the 13th of June the regiment was moved out to

Kernstown, and engaged Iice's advance. This is

the first time the regiment was under fire, but they

behaved bravely. On the morning of the 14th

the 110th occupied a small earthwork about three-

fourths of a mile from the main fort. In the af-

ternoon the enemy opened on it with twenty-six

pieces or artillery and advanced in strong columns

to the assault. The regiment held the works until

it was driven out at the point of the bayonet by

an overwhelming force. It attempted to retire

in the night, but was met by the enemy, and a

two hours engagement ensued, in which the regi-

ment succeeded in cutting its way through and

marched to Harper's Ferry.

On the 16th of June the regiment crossed the

river and encamped on Maryland Hights. On

the 1st of July it went by canal to Georgetown,

D. C, then to Tenallytown, then to Washington,

and from thence to Frederick City, Maryland.
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At this place the regiment was assigned to the 2cl

brigade, 3d division, od army corps. Army of the

Potomac. jMarched in pursuit of Lee to Williams-

port, Loudon, Upperviile and Manassas Gap,

^vhere it skirmished with the enemy, and reached

Fox's Ford, on the Rappahannock, on the the 1st

of August. On the mornino; of the 15th the res;-

iment left the ford, took the cars at Bealton Sta-

tion for Alexandria, and from there to New
York, where the regiment camped for a while on

Governor's Island and then moved to Carrol Park,

South Brooklyn. On the ^Jth of September the

regiment returned, via Alexandria, to Fox's Ford

and marched from there to Culpepper, Virginia,

in charge of an ammunition train. On the 10th

of October it moved out to meet an attack, and

remained there all night under arms, and the next

day niiirched across the Hazell and Rappahannock

rivers, through Centerville, Bristow, Catlett's Sta-

tion, and at last reached and occupied the first

line, near the Rappahannock. On the 7th of No-

vember the regiment crossed the river, skirmish-

ing with the enemy, and the next morning made

a reconnoissancc and captured between thirty and

forty prisoners. In the afternoon the 110th, in

advance of Brandy Station, was severely shelled

by the artillery, and was the first to occupy the

enemy, s position.



ON'E HUNDRED AND TEN^TH. ITd^

Upon breaking camp at Brandy Station four

companies of the regiment were detached as train

guard and the others took a prominent part in the

battle of Locust Grove, losing five killed and

twenty wounded. The regiment returned to

Brandy Station, December 3d, and occupied win-

ter quarters.

During the month of March, 1864, the 110th

became a part of the 2d brigade, Od division, 6th

army corps. On the 4th of March the regiment

crossed the Rapidan at Germania Ford and the

next day took a position on the extreme right of

the national line at the wilderness. After brisk

skirmishing it advanced to charge and drove the

enemy to their works. The regiment held its po-

sition until after dark, and only fell back when its

• ampjunition was exhausted. The loss sustained

was one officer killed and six wounded ; eighteen

men killed, eighty-two wounded and eleven mis-

sing. The next day the regiment occupied the

second line, but was much exposed to artillery.

In the evening, the brigade on the right being

routed, the 110th fell back about a mile and held

the new position all day on the 7th, and in the

evening fell back through Chancellorsville to the

vicinity of Spottsylvania C. H. Here the regi-

ment was engaged in fortifying and skirmishing

until the 14th, when it marched toward Spottsyl-
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vania, waded the Nye river after dark and occu-

pied the enemy's works, from which they had

been driven. The 110th was almost constantly

engaging the enemy, marching via Guinea Static n

and Chesterfield Station, crossing the Pamunky
and throwing up fortifications on Dr. Palmer's

farm.

On the 1st of June the regiment was engaged

at Cold Harbor. In the assault on the enemj?'s

%vorks on the 3d the regiment was in the front

line and was ordered to continue the advance after

the line halted, which it did, and was exposed for

two hours, when it was withdrawn. During the

entire day the regiment was exposed to a heavy

fire, losing one commissioned officer, four men

killed and thirty-four wounded.

On the 14th the regiment left the work?, crossed

the Chickahominy, passed Charles City C. H., em-

barked on the transport Star, landed at Point of

Rocks and marched to Bermuda Hundred. In

the evening of the I'Jth it crossed the Appommat-

tox and arrived near Petersburg. After resting

ii day it marched to the Norfolk and Petersburg

railroad and charged the enemy's line, driving it

in ; and a few days later moved to the Peters-

burg: and Weldon railroad.

On the 30th of June the enemy commenced its

return and on the 2d of July occupied its former
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position near Petersburg, It embarked on the

transport City of Albany for Baltimore, where

it arrived on the 8th, and took the cars for Mo-

nocacy Junction, and took part in the Monocacy

battle. From there it went to EUicott's Mills,

where it arrived on the 10th of July. On the llth

the regiment went to Baltimore and camped at

Druid Hill park until the l-lth, when it took the

cars to Washington and the next day after marched

through Tennallytown, waded the Potomac near

Edward's Ferry, passed throwgh Snicker's Gap to

the Shenandoah, skirmished with the enemy, and

rested awhile. On the 20th the regiment crossed

the Shenandoah, then recrossed the river and

marched all night, arriving at Washington again

on the '28d. Three days after it broke camp and

marched through Ilyattstown, Monocacy Junc-

tion, Frederic City, Maryland, and Harper's Ferry

to Hcalltown, arriving on the 29th, and on the

next day fell back through Harper's Ferry to

Frederick City, Maryland, On the 3d of August

the regiment resumed the march through Buck-

eyetoAvn, crossed the Monocac}^ at Monocacy

Mills, then moved by cars from Monocacy Junc-

tion to Bolivar, and marched from there to Heall-

town. On the morning of the 10th it marched

through Charleston, Newtown and Middletown,

arriving at Cedar Creek on the 12th. Here it was



170 GREENE COUNTY IN THE WAR.

engaged in several skirmishes and on the 16th

marched as train guard to Charlestown. It fell

back to Bolivar liights, but again advanced to

Charleston and on the 29th, in an engagemnt,

completely routed the rebels. On the 3d of Sep-

tember the regiment marched to Clifton farm and

fortified. On the 19th it crossed the Opequan

and engaged in the battle of Winchester. It

engaged the rebels at Fisher's Hill, capturing

four pieces of artillery and one hundred prisoners,

then marched to Mount Crawford and returned to

Harper's i^'erry. On the 6th of October it moved

to Strasburg and from there to the vicinity of

Front Royal. On the 13th it marched to Ashby 's

Gap and on the next day returned and camped at

Cedar Creek.

On the morninor of the 19th of October, when

the 8th and 19th corps were driven back, the 6th

corps, with the 110th Ohio in the front line, was

formed to arrest the advancing rebels; and in the

final effort, which resulted in routing the rebels,

no regiment took a more active part than the

110th. It lost two officers wounded, one of whom

died a few days after ; five men killed and twenty-

seven wounded, and one ofiicer and one man

missing. In the evening the regiment occupied

the camp from which it had been driven in the

morning and occupied it until November 9th,
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when it encamped one mile from Keinstowu and

built winter quarters. On the oth of December it

marched to Stebbin's Station, took cars for Wash-

ington, proceeded thence to City Point by steamer,

took cars near midnight on the Gth and arrived at

the front at daylight. It occupied the line east

of the Weldon railroad, and proceeded to build

winter quarters.

On the nth of February, 1865, the regiment

took position between Forts Fisher and Welch,

and again erected winter quarters. On the 25th

of March the entire brigade assaulted the strongly

entrenched picket line, and after a second charge,

under a severe fire, carried it, capturing a large

number of prisoners and small arms.

An assault was made on the enemy's works be-

fore Petersburg on the 2d of April. Just before

daybreak, and before it was fairly light, the 6th

corps was in possession of the fortifications

and many prisoners and guns. The regiment

pursued the enemy, routing him at Saylor's creek,

and continuing the pursuit until the surrender of

Lee.

The regiment marched to Burksville Junction,

and on the 17th, at the presentation of captured

flags to Major General Mead, the 110th, having

captured more flags than any other regiment in
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the corps, was selected as a guar*! of honor to

escort them to General Mead's headquarters.

The regiment proceeded to Richmond, Virginia,

and while passing through the city was reviewed

by General Halleck ; from there it proceed to

Washington city, where it was reviewed by the

president and cabinet at the executive mansion.

During its term cf service the regiment was in

twenty-one engagements and sustained a loss in

killed and wounded and missing of seven hunnred

and ninety-five men. It was mustered out at

Washington city on the 25th of June, 1865, and'

waa dischared at Todd's barracks, Columbus, Ohio.
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This regimen: rendezvoii ,6(1 a: the fair grounds

near SpringfieUl, Ohio, during the summer and

autumn of 1861, and on the 14!;h of October, b-e-

ing fully organized, it moved, via Cincinnati, to-

Gamp Piatt, West Virginia. On the morning of

the 19th, having reached its destination, the regi-

ment disembarked and pitched its tents for t>he

first time on disputed ground. Two weeks after

its arrival, five companies were ordered to Gauley

Bridge and assisted in driving Floyd from his

camp, and engaged in all the skirmishes durinc^

his retreat. Before their return two hundred n>en

from the regiment crossed the Kanawha, marched

to Platona, captured the place and moved on

against Colonel Jenkins at Logan C. II. ; but the

Colonel decamped before their[arrival. After be-

ing absent six -days they returned, bringing in

seven prisoners, some horses, and one hundred

"head of cattle.

After these expeditions the regiment remained

in camp for five months, quietly drilling. Winter
quarters were built, and the men comfortably

sheltered. During the month of November Cap-
tain John M. Bell, of Company K, with an orderly
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sargeant and six men, were drowned while cros-

sing the river in a skiff to relieve the picket on

the other side. This sad accident cast a gloom

over the whole regiment, and it was felt that a

serious loss had been sustained. During the lat-

ter part of the winter, Companies A, B and K
were stationed on the opposite side of the river

from Camp Piatt, for the better security of the

camp.

On the 1st of May, 1862, the regiment ' moved

up the river to Gauley Bridge, and was brigaded

with the o6th and 47th 0. Y. I. under Colonel

George Crook. The brigade moved to Lewis-

burg, and from there the Forty-fourth and another

regiment penetrated as far as Dublin Depot, on

the Jackson River railroad, and destroyed a por-

tion of the track. Hearins: that a larsje force

of rebels were trying to intercept their retreat,

the two companies withdrew to Lewisburg,

where the enemy appeared on the 23d of May,

and was not only repulsed but routed, leaving

most of their dead and wounded to fall into the

hands of our trooops, together with three piec^js

of artillery and many prisoners. They occupied

the place for a short time after the fight, then

fell back to Meadow Bluffs, where they encan.ned

until the middle of August.

The Forty-fourth took up tiie line of march en



THE yonTY FO UJITIL 181

the 15tli of August toward the Kanawha, halting

a week at Camp Ewing, and then falling back to

Camp Tompkins. A force of six thousand rebels

was advancing against the four regiments in the

valley, and, on the Otli of September, the two

regiments on the right bank (the Forty-fourth

and another) were attacked and fell back on

Gauley, where a stand was made until the teams

could be removed from danger, when the retreat

began in earnest. The Forty-fourth marched in

the renv all dav and nearly all night, covering

the retreating column until it reached Camp Piatt.

The national forces fell back upon Charleston, and

on the 10th the rebels made the attack and were

firmly met. Superior numbers finally forced the

Union lines back, but every foot of ground was

hotly contested. Our forces withdrew across a

deep tributary of the Kanawha, and with a few

blows of an axe, severed the hawsers that held

the suspension bridge, and it fell witli a crash

into the stream. The retreat now continued* in

safety to liacine, on the Ohio river, and from that

place the troops were taken by steamer to Point

Pleasant. Transportation was procured and they

were sent forward into Kentucky. The/ en-

camped some time at Covington, watching the

movements of Kirby Smith, and on his retreat

they pursued as for as Lexington, where they

14
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were ordered into camp and assigned to the :2d

brigade, 2d division, Army of Kentucky, com-

manded by General Gordon Granger. Tlie regi-

ment was actively engaged in scouting, taking in

its field of operations Richmond and Danville.

On the 20th of December the regiment re-

turned to Frankfort and was mounted, and from

that time until Burnside's advance into Tennessee

there was but little rest for man or beast. The

men almost lived in the saddle. Ic was continual

advance and retreat, with almost constant skir-

mishing. The regiment partook in the engage-

ment of Dunstan's Hill, charging the rebels and

contributing materially to their rout. The regi-

ment was frequently engaged in chasing John

]\Iorgan, though with not very satisfactory results,

as he generally proved the faster rider.

When General Burnside made his advance into

Tennessee the Forty-fourth was dismounted and

accompanied him. It can claim equality with

any other regiment of all that took part in this

expedition. Finally, falling back on Knoxville

and throwing up fortifications, it lay iu tixa wet,

chilly ditches day and night. When the rebels

retreated the regiment pursued, and on its return

went into camp at Strawberry Plains.

On the 1st of January, 18(34, the proposal to

re-enlist was made to the regiment, accompanied
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by the piovaise that they should be armed and"

mounted as cavalry. Before the oth, out of six

hundred men, five hundred and fifty had re-enlisted.

On the 7th they raarehed for Camp Nelson, Ken-

tucky, and on the 21st took cars for Cincinnati,

where they arrived the next day, and were quar-

tered in the Fifth Street Bazaar, erected for the

sanitary fair. Here theyj^vere obliged to wait

until muster-out and muster-in rolls could be made

out. This was at last accomplished, and the men

were mustered by the 29th, and started on a

special train for Springfield. Their arrival was

iieralded by the booming of cannon, and they

were received with joyous shouts and and enthusi-

astic greetings. In a few days the men were paid

off andfurloiighed, and when they again assembled

it was under the name of the Eighth Ohio Cavalry,

of which the following is a brief sketch :

On the 28t]i of March, 18Gi, the veterans and

recruits of the Forty-fourth Ohio Infantry were

ordered to report at Camp Dennison, where they

went without delay, and were organized into the

Eighth' Ohio Cavalry. On the 26th of April six

companies, not mounted, were ordered to Charles-

ton, West Virginia, and on the 8th of May the

detachment remaining in camp was ordered to

march to Cincinnati, to be transported thence by

steamer to Charleston. On the 10th they, left
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camp for Cincinnati mounted on horseback, with

no rein but a rope, and each man leading two or

three horses. They arrived in the city a little

after noon in a drenching rain, and by dark were

on the boat on their ^'ay up the river. On the

second morning after they started they hmded at

Guyandotte, (\nd again mounting barebacked rode

•t© Charleston, arriving on the 14th, very much

exhausted.

At Charleston the Eighth was armed with car-

bines and drew saddles, and on the 20th of May
marched for Lcwisburg, where they arrived on the

1st of June, p.nd on the 3d started with Averill

on the Lynchburg raid. The regiraeht was first

assigned to General Duffie's brigade, and after-

wards to Colonel Schoonmaker's Fourteenth Penn-

sylvania Cavalry. On the I>th they arrived at

Staunton, formed a junction with General Hunter,

:aiid on the 13th moved to Buchannon, where they

res-ted until the 15th. They had frequent skir-

mishes, doing good service, until they arrived at

White Sulphur Springs, where they arrived on the

i^lth, and from thence moved to Beverly, arriving

at noon on the -vOth, having marched six hundred
miles.

Dn the -od of August, Companiey C, H and K,
eighty men in all, were surprised and captured at

Iluttonsvill'"'. The men were released, but vsJl
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their equipments and horses taken by the rebels.

Soon after Company A was captured, and the

captain and some of the men taken to Richmond.

About the 1st of December Colonel Moor joined

the regiment. They irere at Winchester, fought

at Fisher's Hill, and barely escaped at Cedar

Creek. On the 11th of January the rebels sur-

prised the camp, killing and wounding twenty-five,

and capturing five hundred and seventy men and

eight officers. They were taken to Libby Prison,

but afterwards paroled at Columbus, Ohio, and in

August were mustered out of the service at Camp
Dennison.



TENTH OHIO BATTERY-

i:iiis battery ^vas organized at Xcnia on the

0th of January, 1862, and was mustered into

service on the 3d of March. It was ordered to

St. Louis, Missouri, and on the 4th of April

moved up the Tennessee river to Pittsburg Land-

ing, where it arrived on the 9th. On the 13th it

received some twenty men from the Thirteenth

Ohio Battery.

With the rest of the Army the Tenth moved

upon Corinth, but during the siege it was hehl in

reserve. The battery remained at Corinth from

the 25th of June to ihe middle of September. It

then moved to luka, and remained at that post

oa garrison duty.

While at luka orders were received to procure

forage from the country. A portion of the

men under command of Lieutenant Grossekoff,

while in the performance of this duty, were at-

tacked by Roddy's rebel cavalry, at o point five

miles bolow luka, and lost by capture, privates

William F. Nixon, Richard Sparrow, John W.

Shoemaker, Abe Hulsizcr, and William Leslie.
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These men were taken to southern prisons, and

afterward exchanged.

On the 1st of October the battery moved toward

Corinth, and on the 2d it passed-through the town

and halted for the night at a fort southwest of it.

On the morning cf the 3d it was ordered to take

position near the Chewalla road where it crossed

the Memphis raih-oad. From this ph.ice the bat-

tery was ordered into position north of Corinth.

About 11 o'clock on the morning of the 4th

the rebel lines advanced. The battery opened

with shell, and one piece was disabled after the

first fire by a shell getting fast half way down.

Two shells were fired by each of the other three

pieces, and oannister (doubled) was used to the

direct front. The ground was favorable for can-

nister practice, and at each fire gaps of twenty,

thirty and forty feet wide were cut into the ad-

vancing columns. The battery stopped three

columns of rebels. Each piece was pouring out

from eighteen to twenty rounds per minute, when

the order was given to retire. The rebels had

advanced on the right, and the battery was with-

out the support of a single musket, right or left.

The pintle key of the third piece had to be tied

to its place : and the corporal, while tying it, dis-

covered that the sponge bucket was left. He
called out, " Get the bucket, No. 2 '. "' George S.
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Wrigbr, a boy of eighteen, acting as No. 3, ran

back towards the rebels, picked up the bucket

when they Avere not more than twenty-five rods

from him, and returned with it to the gun.

As fast as the pieces were limbered, they went

off at a gallop. They were unlimbered east of

the town and south of the Decatur railroad, but

only for a moment, when they w^ere returned to a

point about one hundred yards in rG;\r of the for-

mer position. In a short time the enemy retired.

The battery lost only three men wounded. A
number of horses were also wounded, including"

those belonging to Gapt. White and the bugler.

It pursued the enemy as far as llipley, and then

returned to Corinth.

In the latter part of October the battery re-

ceived forty men from an Iowa brigade, but about

twenty of them were returned. In November it

moved to Grand Junction, and marched with the

army into Mississippi, along the Mississippi Cen-

tral railroad.

After the surrender of Holly Springs, the bat-

tery returned to that point, and formed part of

the garrison. It removed from there to Lafayette,

and from Lafayette to Memphis. On the 21st of

January it moved to Milliken's Bend, and from

there to Lake Providence. In April it returned
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to Milliken's Bend, and moved from there to

Grand Gulf.

On May the 14th, while the Tenth was at

Grand Gulf, General Dwight, of General Banks'

army, arrived on a gunboat on his way to General

Grant's headquarters, then near Black river.

There being no cavalry at the post, Captain

White was detailed with thirty men of the battery

to act as an escort to the general. They left

Grand Gulf May IGth, and rode all night. The

battle of Champion Hills being in progress, they

were unable to reach General Grant's headquar-

ters, and were compelled to remain on the road in

their saddles until 2 o'clock in the morning of the

18th, without rations for themselves or forage

for the horses. At G o'clock in the morning,

when General McPherson's headquarter's were

reached, the men were completely exhausted, and

the horses unfit for further travel.

Later in the day the escort commenced its

return to Grand Gulf, having supplied themselves

with horses and mules taken from citizens. On

its march through the woods the escort ran into a

brigade of Pemberton's rebel army, that had been

cut off from the main force. Captain White so

maneuvered his men as to make the rebels believe

he had a large force of cavalry, and actually suc-

ceeded in capturing thirty-four rebels. On re-
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turning to camp some of the men of the escort

were asleep in their saddles.

On the loth of June the battery reached

A'icksburg, and on the 18th it wa3 posted in Fort

Ransom. On the next day one of the guns broke

its axle, and another its stock, leaving but two

serviceable pieces. On the night of the 19th,

Quartermaster McPhcrson, with the ^^ agon-master

and Artificer Cline, procured another carriage

from near the rebel lines, cutting it out, as it were,

under fire of the rebel guns. On the 20th Arti-

ficers ( 'line and Wheeler, while under fire from

the enemy's sharpshooters, repaired the disabled

guns.

The battery remained in the fort until the latter

part of June. It then moved to Big Black, and

and after the surrender of Yicksburg it marched

to Jackson. As soon as it arrived it was ordered

back to ( Uiampion Hills, to guard the communica-

tions. On the :28th of July the battery entered

Yicksburg.

In August, of seventy-two men present, only

seventeen were reported for duty. The men were

worn out with sickness and service. The well

men did guard duty, took care of seventy horse?

and mules, went for forage and rations, hauled

water, fixed shades, and at night cared for their

sick comrads.
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The gan-ison went into winter quarters on the

bluffs south of Alcksburg — one section was sent

to Red Bone Church, twelve miles south of

Yicksburg : the other put on duty at Hall's Ferry

road.

During the winter the battery received about

ninety recruits. Thirty-two men out of fifty-

four who were eiligible re-enlisted, and on the 8th

of April, 1S64, the battery, with one hundred and

fifty men for eiuty, left Yicksburg for Cairo. The

battery was attacked on its way up the river by a

portion of Forrest's forces, but it used its guns

efiectuaily, and drove of the rebels. Fort Pillow

was held by the enemy. The battery returned to

Memphis, and remained on duty there until the

latter part of April, when it moved to Cairo.

The veterans proceeded to Ohio and were fur-

loughed.

The Morgan raid through Kentucky prevented

the veterans from ioininf; their batterv until the

23d of June. They were retained at Louisville,

Kentucky. At Cairo the battery received a new

outfit. On the 0th of May it moved to Paducah,

and on the 13th started up the Tennessee. On
the morning of the 14th it disembarked at Clifton,

and on the IGth began the march to Acworth,

Georgia. The distance was about five hundred

miles, tlic march occupied twenty- four days, and
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the rout lay through Pulaski, Huntsville, Decatur,

Rome, and Kingston. The weather was very

warm, but the battery did not lose a man.

At Ac worth the Tenth was placed in the 4th

division of the ITth army corps. Oa the 10 th

of June it took position at the front, and with the

exception of the 4th of July was engaged every

day for a month, most of the time in front of

Kennesaw Mountain, but most severely at Nicko-

jack Creek. On the 12th of July it returned to

Kennesaw, and afcer remaining a few days took

position at Marietta, where it formed a part of

the garrison until November.

During Hood's march iu Distober the battery

was ordered out fre(|ucntly, but it v.-as engaged

only once. About the last of October the horses

and mules were turned over, and the b:ittery was

ordered to Nashville. About seven recruits were

received from Ohio. On the 2d of November

the battery left ^larietta, and afcer moie than a

week's detention at Chattanooga, it procured

transportation, and arrived at Nashville on die

14th. It was posted at Camp Barry, and about

the middle of November the majority of the men
in the battery were sent about thirty miles up the

Cumberland to get timber for winter (juarters.

They did not return until the 1st of December.

When Hood threatened Nashville, the battery
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was posted at Fort Gillen, but it was not called

into action. About the last of December the bat-

tery moved to Camp Barrj, and erected winter

quarters. The men were armed with muskets,

and for two months acted as infantry.

On the 13th of March, 1865, the Eourth and

Tenth Ohio Batteries were consolidated, and

sixty-four men were thus added to the Tenth,

which retained its name and organization. The

men from the Fourth were mostly Germans.

About the 1st of April the battery was ordered

to East Tennessee, and after guarding the post of

Sweetwater for two weeks, it was ordered to

Loudon, where it remained until orders to muster

out vvcrc received.

Tiie battery was mustered out at Camp Denni-

son t)n the 17th of July, 1865, and paid oft' and

discharged on the i!lst. The names of the officer?

were as follows :

Capialu ir. Bei-lace Wiiilo. T.ioiiU'iiaiil W. L.Newcomb.
Francis Sciinutn. •• .Joseph B. Gage.

" .T. It. Crain. '• .laincs E. Gilmorc.
T.ieiitenaiit W. F. BardwcU. '^

(Jeorjjc Kleder.
" Ambrose A. lUount. " T.anson Zanc

KilAvard Oroosekofl". " James K. Bonticvi,
1-icnlcnunt Saiuiicl A. Galhioatli .



ONE HUNDREK AND FiFTY FOURTH

The 154th lleglment Ohio Vohmteev Infantry,

National Guards, was formed by consolidating the

2<3th and OOth battalions of Ohio National Guards,

It wj\s organized at Camp Dennison, and was

mustered into the service ou the Dth of May, 1864,

with an aggregate of eight hundred anil forty-two

men. Colonel Robert Stevenson, Assistant Sur-

gean Leigh McCIung, Quartermaster A. L. Trader,

several of the line officers, non-commissioned

officers, and many of the privates had seen service

in other organizations.

On the 12th of May the regiment proceeded,

via Columbus and Bellaire, to New Creek, West

Virginia, arriving on the evening of the 14th.

The next day, in one of the most violent storms

of the season, it laid out its camp and pitched its

tents. On the 22d, Company F was ordered to

Piedmont, West Virginia, where it remained until

the regiment started for Ohio for muster out.

The 154th performed guard, picket and escort

duty until the 29th of May, when one company

moved to Youghiogheny Bridge, and the remain-

ing eight companies to Greenland Gap. Scouting

parties were out almost constantly, and on the
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4th of June a- detachment of the res^iment had a

skirmish with McNeil's battalion, near Moorfield,

in which the rebels were defeated.

About the 12th of June three hundred men

from th3 154th, with a cavalry force, were en-

engaged in a ten-days scout. Skirmishing was

frequent, but the enemy kept so securely in

mountains that only three rebels were captured in

the ten days. On the 2od, another scout, of one

hundred men and a small force of cavalry, was

ordered out, with three days' rations, but no

enemy was discovered.

On the 4th of July, the regiment feil back to

New Creek, expecting an attack ; but the enemy

having retired, it returned again to Greenland

Gap, arriving on the 7 th. (Company H, until this

time at Oakland, joined the regiment at New
Creek, and returned with it to the Gap, On the

25th, the regiment again fell back to N ew Creek,

and Greenland Gap ceased to beheld as a military

post.

On the 4th of August the rebels, under ^McCaus-

land and Bradley Johnson, attacked the force at

New Creek, but at night they w^ere compelled to

withdraw, leaving their killed and wounded on the

field.

On the 10th of August a detachment of the

154th proceeded to ('amp Chase in charce of
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prisoners, and remained there until the regiment

returned to the state. On the evening of the 22d

the regiment started for Ohio, arriving at Camp

Chase on the 27th, Avhere it was mustered out of

the service on the 1st of September, 18'34.
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